
AP English Literature (12th grade) Summer Reading 

1) Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.  

2) In addition to reading both items in number one, choose one book to read from the list below.  

3) Annotate both meaningfully. If in-depth text annotations aren’t familiar to you, you can find excellent 

tutorial videos on youtube or conduct research using online sources.  

4) Complete a quote journal (instructions and examples below) for either Frankenstein or your book of 

choice from the list below. You do not need to do a quote journal for both books. The quote journal will 

be due the first week we return to school. 

*You will be asked to complete assignments in the first few weeks of school related to your summer reading. 

 

List of Books to Choose From 

The Kite Runner—Khalid Hosseini 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close—Jonathan Safran Foer 

The Namesake—Jhumpa Lahiri 

The Color Purple—Alice Walker 

The Poisonwood Bible—Barbara Kingsolver 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest—Ken Kesey 

Invisible Man – Ralph Ellison 

For Whom the Bell Tolls—Ernest Hemingway 

All the Pretty Horses—Cormac McCarthy 

The Bluest Eye—Toni Morrison 

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao—Junot Diaz 

Reservation Blues—Sherman Alexie 

Jane Eyre—Charlotte Bronte 

1984—George Orwell 

All Quiet on the Western Front—Eric Remarque 

No Country For Old Men—Cormac McCarthy 

Quote Journal for One Book     

This journal will be both the mechanism and the record of your analysis of one of your summer reading books. 

It is due the first week of school. Quotes cited should come from the beginning, middle, and end of the work. 

You may type or neatly and legibly handwrite these journals. If any part of these journals is 

plagiarized/paraphrased from Sparknotes, Schmoop, etc. no credit will be given for the entire assignment. 

 

 

 

 



At top: 

Your name and the title and author of your book 

 

Section 1: Character Analysis 

Write your main character (or narrator’s) name at the top of the page. Make two columns. In the left column, 

write 5 quotes with page numbers that provide insight about who your character is, what s/he values, and what 

s/he wants in life. In the right column, include your analysis about what this quote reveals. Do not merely 

paraphrase the quote! Go beyond the text to reveal what is suggested or implied. This is where I should see 

evidence of your thinking and drawing inferences. 

Format: 

Characterization Quotes (Author’s Last Name 

Page #) 

Characterization Commentary 

  

 

Example from Frankenstein: 

Quote (Author’s Last Name Page #) Characterization Commentary 

 

“They consulted their village priest, 

and the result was that Elizabeth 

Lavenza became the inmate of my 

parents’ house—my more than 

sister—the beautiful and adored 

companion of all my occupations 

and my pleasure” (Shelley 43). 

 

 

Victor’s family decides to adopt Elizabeth literally only 

because she is beautiful.  It is mentioned that she is 

charming as well, but this seems a subset of her beauty.  

Victor recognizes that Elizabeth’s beauty is the reason 

people love her, and it seems to be the reason he loves her 

as well. This connects to Shelley exploring humans making 

connections between the value of outward appearance and 

inward virtue. 

(*Do not use this quote or example in your journal.) 

 

Section 2: Setting 

Using the same 2-column format, find 3 quotes that reveal something significant about the setting (time, place, 

season, culture, historical context, etc.). In your analysis, focus on how the setting contributes to the 

development of character and/or the meaning of the work (the big ideas). 

Format: 

Setting Quotes (Author’s Last Name Page #) Setting Commentary 

  

 

 

 



 

Section 3: Symbols, Motifs, and Patterns 

Using the same 2-column format, find 3 quotes that provide evidence and development of ONE symbol, motif, 

or pattern that you see repeated in the work. This can be a concrete object, like Janie’s hair in Their Eyes, or it 

can be more abstract, like the obsession with social class in Pride and Prejudice. In the right column, focus on 

what larger meanings the symbol or motif suggests or contains. 

Format: 

Symbol/Motif Quotes (Author’s Last Name 

Page #) 

Symbol/Motif Commentary 

  

 

Section 4: Big Ideas, Central Questions, the Meaning of the Work (Theme, if you must) 

Provide a one-sentence theme statement about the meaning of the work. This sentence should not be 

specifically about the work, but a universal truth that is supported by the work. Ultimately, what is the author 

saying about life in this work? 

Ex. In The Crucible, Arthur Miller explores how people who are convinced of their own morality can 

commit seriously immoral acts. 

Then, using the same 2-column format, find 3 quotes that provide evidence and support for this theme 

statement. In the right column, explain how each quote establishes the meaning of the play/novel. 

Format: 

Meaning of the Work Quotes (Author’s Last 

Name Page #) 

Meaning of the Work Commentary 

  

  

 


