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Students do better in school and in life when 
parents, families and community members are 
actively involved and empowered to support their 
education. Active parent, family and community 
engagement in education also has a positive 
impact on educators and school employees.

GCS Welcomes New Superintendent,  
Dr. Sharon L. Contreras

Guilford Parent Academy by the Numbers

13,742 PARENTS  
& COMMUNITY MEMBERS  
have created GPA accounts,  
gaining access to digital resources. 

PEOPLE THROUGH 1,863 
workshops, presentations 

and events. 

177,056

Since the launch of  
Guilford Parent Academy 

in January 2011,  
THE INITIATIVE HAS SERVED

There were a total of 

54,340 PARTICIPANTS
in 2016-2017, an increase of more  
than 17,000 over last year.

352 WORKSHOPS  
& PRESENTATIONS  
were held during the  
2016-2017 academic year.

3,000 
PEOPLE ATTENDED 
 “El Dia de los Niños”  

event at the Greensboro  
Public Library.

2,022
“LIVE”  

BRAINFUSE SESSIONS

7,182  
PEOPLE ATTENDED  

the 7th Annual  
“Family Fun Day.”

 

861,988
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Message from the Director

It’s hard to believe it’s been four years 
already! When we first received the Race 
to the Top grant in 2013, which led to the 
expansion of the Guilford Parent Academy, 
we knew that our efforts needed to go 
above and beyond traditional parent 
engagement strategies. 

We believed that the more our parents 
knew about their children’s education—and 
the more active a role they took in that 
process—the greater the outcomes would 
be. The Race to the Top grant allowed us to 
explore a variety of out-of-the-box strategies 
to engage families. 

Over the last four years, we’ve  
consistently brought cutting-edge 
technology, techniques and theories to 
parents of all backgrounds across Guilford 
County. From providing free, 24/7 online 
tutoring resources with programs like 
Brainfuse, to bringing nationally renowned 
speakers into the community to share  
their knowledge, Guilford Parent Academy 
has taken a hands-on approach to 
increasing parent engagement. 

We haven’t just touted its usefulness—
we’ve shown parents how and when their 
participation can have a dramatic effect 
on their child’s education. We’ve even 
transformed parent leader positions from 
volunteers into Ambassadors, helping them 
act as the bridge between educators and 
other parents in the community. This kind of 
empowerment has shown parents just how 
much they can make a difference. 

We’ve even become a model for other 
school districts around the country. Not a 
week goes by that we don’t receive phone 
calls from other educators looking to learn 
from our example.  

But for all the great strides we’ve made with 
our parents, the greatest joy we get is seeing 
the accomplishments our students make in 
the classroom. As parents play a bigger role 
in their children’s development, the more 
a foundation is laid for those children to 
become thoughtful, productive and  
well-rounded adults. 

 
 

As GPA looks to the future, we can’t wait  
to continue to challenge ourselves to 
provide new, innovative and forward thinking 
solutions to the challenges that all parents 
face, regardless of age, income bracket 
or cultural background. Guilford County 
Schools is a family, and we’re honored 
to live among so many inspiring, talented 
educators, parents and students. 

Lindsay A. Whitley
Director of Guilford Parent Academy
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Dr. Donna Peters
Ph.D., CEO of Leadership Solutions Group, 
LLC & Parent Engagement Café Facilitator 

In its sixth year, Guilford Parent Academy 
continues to be a bridge for student success 
by engaging parents and involving them 
in their children’s education. The 2016-17 
academic school year has proven GPA’s 
efforts successful, grabbing attention at the 
local, state and national level. Achievements 

were made possible through funding 
sources like the Race to the Top Grant, 
which contributed to GPA’s participation 
totals of more than 177,000 to date. 

GPA Continues to Serve as a  
National Model for  
Family Engagement

I’ve worked in education 
for over 30 years and I’ve 
never seen anything like 
Guilford Parent Academy. 
The infrastructure, support 
and parent resources they 
provide to their community 
are amazing.

FEATURING GPA’S INNOVATIVE 
APPROACH TO PARENT AND  
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT WERE 
PUBLISHED IN 2016-2017. 

5

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ARTICLES

“Raising Engagement  
with Monetary Incentives”
School Administrator

“5 Keys to Forging Strong  
Parent Engagement”
Getting Smart

“Parent Engagement 
at Its Innovative Best”
NSPRA

“One District’s Innovative  
Ideas to Engage Parents”
eSchool News

“Free Online Tutoring Supports 
Guilford County Families”
T|H|E Journal
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GPA was proud to present at the National Family Engagement Summit 
in March 2017 in Richmond, VA. 
Presentation Title: Parents and Educators Joining Forces

THESE AWARDS RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING WORK IN ALL ASPECTS 
OF SCHOOL PUBLIC RELATIONS, COMMUNICATION, MARKETING AND 
ENGAGEMENT.

‣

Blue Ribbon Awards received through the North Carolina School Public 
Relations Association this year:
Electronic Media: Guilford Parent Academy - Brainfuse Fun - Gold Award
Publications: Guilford Parent Academy - End of Year Report - Gold Award

Golden Achievement Awards received through the National School 
Public Relations Association this year:
The launch and implementation of Brainfuse, which gives students access 
to online tutoring and homework help 24/7.

‣

‣
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Keeping in line with its mission to “help 
parents help children succeed,” GPA 
continues to offer a wide array of digitally-
focused online resources for parents. 
Programs like Brainfuse and Core Learning 
Online make homework help more 
enjoyable, efficient and rewarding for parents 
and children. These digital programs also 
ensure that parents stay up-to-date on  
the latest methods and trends in 
education—as a lot has changed since 

parents were in school themselves! The 
Parent Resources program also features 
digital videos and lectures that encourage 
character development and create well-
rounded students in and out 
of the classroom. 

Parents have told me  
that they’ve used 
Brainfuse when they can’t 
help their child at home. 
Brainfuse lets them log 
in and get hands-on help 
from an expert tutor, who 
works with their child to 
find the answer. That’s 
empowering to both 
parents and students. 

Ruby Carnrike 
Title I Teacher Leader

8

GPA Parent Resources Portal
Manny Scott

Guest Speaker and “Freedom Writer”

This year, GPA proudly hosted several 
nationally-renowned speakers who brought 
their knowledge and expertise to parents 
and school leaders. One of the original 
“Freedom Writers,” Manny Scott delivered 
an empowering message of unity during 
the session Your Next Chapter with Manny 
Scott. GCS leaders, parents and community 
members heard his inspiring story of how  
he wrote new, more fulfilling chapters in his 
life despite challenging circumstances.  
He drove home his key message,  
instructing participants to “learn about, 
learn from and learn with” the families 
and students in Guilford County Schools, 
reinforcing that working together is 
paramount to student success.  

Title I Parent Ambassadors and Grassroots 
Parent Coordinators also heard from 
nationally recognized family engagement 
expert Dr. Steve Constantino in December. 
Dr. Constantino emphasized that families are 
their children’s primary and most influential 
teachers; harnessing their power results 
in tremendous gains in student learning 
outcomes. During the presentation, he 
shared his Five Simple Principles to Engage 
Every Family model and equipped attendees 
with innovative strategies to help increase 
parent engagement and student success  
at their schools. 

I found the energy 
that Manny Scott 

promoted among the 
Ambassadors to be 

invigorating. It gave us 
the desire to go back 
and work even harder 

to engage with the 
parents at our schools. 

GPA Brings National  
Speakers to Guilford 
County Schools

Claretta Witherspoon 
Title I Parent Ambassador
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Parent Leaders  
Go Above &  
Beyond for GPA 

Title I Teachers  
Build Their Capacity Through the 
Parent Engagement Café 

GPA’s Title I Parent Ambassadors (TIPAs) and Grassroots Parent 
Coordinators (GPCs) had another busy and productive year. 
These volunteer parent groups are charged with helping other 
parents in the community stay engaged with their child’s school 
and education. The TIPAs and GPCs use a variety of creative 
methods to engage other parents. “I hold a lot of workshops 
at my school where I can let parents know about different 
resources that are available to them,” said GPC April Berry. “I 
send out a monthly email newsletter about school events that 
parents can be involved in, and pass out flyers that showcase 
what GPA offers and how parents can be more involved.”

Each parent leader is assigned to their child’s own school,  
giving them unique insights into the school’s needs and culture. 
That intimate knowledge is then used to develop the most 
effective and engaging GPA programs for that specific parent 
community. These groups also met with other speakers on 
a variety of topics, such as Sebrina Cooke-Davis and her 
Importance of Literacy presentation.

We as Parent Ambassadors share 
ideas that are working well at our 
school that other parents might be 
able to do at their school. We also 
are there to support each other if 
things aren’t going well. It’s a safe 
environment to talk about those 
challenges and suggestions that we 
might have to help. 

Claretta Witherspoon
Title I Parent Ambassador

Though GPA is primarily focused on the 
well-being of its students and their parents, 
the team also takes special care to help the 
amazing teachers in Guilford County. This 
year, GPA launched its very first teacher 
leadership program for Title I teachers called 
the Parent Engagement Café. This four-part 
professional development series was led 
by Leadership Solutions Group, sharing 
best practices and strategies for meaningful 
parent and family relationships. Using the 
groundbreaking book Beyond the Bake Sale 
as its foundation, sessions focused on family 
engagement strategies through school-level 
impact and offered research-based solutions 
for teacher leaders. 

“The goal was for the Title I Teacher 
Leaders to go into their schools and 
share some of what they did,” said Dr. 
Donna Peters, Ph.D., session facilitator. 
“We talked about them going back and 
leading discussions and activities at 

their school, and working with diverse 
populations to build relationships with 
people who may be from different 
cultures and backgrounds.” The 
Café also featured innovative virtual 
sessions that allowed teachers to log 
into an interactive chatroom format and 
collaborate with other educators on family 
engagement best practices. After a very 
successful launch, GPA is looking forward 
to implementing these findings across all 
Title I schools.

After attending several GPA and Title I 
training workshops and reading Beyond 
the Bake Sale, I really liked the idea of 
creating a community resource room at 
Peck Elementary. I just found out today 
that I have been awarded a $1,000 grant 
from BNI to make it a reality. Thank you  
for the inspiration and motivation! 

Amy Payne  
Teacher at Clara J Peck Elementary
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It was so hard to get my 
grandson to read. But 
after attending the Family 
Reading Fun night, he 
now reads and reads and 
reads, sometimes 2 or 3 
books in a week.

Alta Millner
Title I Parent Ambassador

The 2016-17 school year saw Guilford 
County Schools’ Balanced Literacy 
initiative take off. The program combines 
an emphasis on reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, word study and assessment. By 
giving students access to the right books 
at the right time, GCS is able to ensure that 
reading is a pleasure—never a chore. It 
helps develop a love of reading and sharpen 
students’ analytical and critical thinking  
skills, all while enjoying high-interest, 
culturally relevant books. 

GPA enhanced these efforts with several 
events for families throughout the year, 
including a meet-and-greet with Curious 
George. More than 600 parents and 

students gathered at Union Hill Elementary 
in December to pose for photos, learn 
about Balanced Literacy and take home 
books for the whole family to enjoy. In the 
spring of 2017, GPA hosted several Family 
Reading Fun events that also emphasized 
the importance of instilling a love of reading 
at an early age. 

As GPA director Lindsay Whitley noted, 
“Good readers are generally more 
successful in school. At these sessions, 
we encouraged parents to read with their 
children and talk about the ideas 
of the book. Time spent reading books  
is a great predictor of a child’s growth  
as a reader.”

GPA On the Go  
Initiative 
GPA is dedicated to getting parents involved with their children’s education; however, it’s 
not always easy for parents to attend workshops or events. This year, GPA saw continued 
involvement from parents through its “On the Go” initiative. By meeting parents where 
they are—work, church, community events and more—GPA was able to bring additional 
resources to parents. Gwendolyn Johnson, the Learn & Earn Facilitator at The Middle 
College at Bennett, had this to say: “The information presented at these sessions 
was powerful, and the sessions themselves were packed with parents. GPA was 
helpful and strategic, extending all of their resources to us and making sure we were 
supported at all events.”

Having resources come  
to the parents at Partnership 
Village is very important, 
because the more we 
can bring here, the better 
response we receive. It’s 
such a blessing that our 
parents don’t always have 
to go out somewhere to 
access a workshop.

Gin Reid Hall
Director of Partnership Village
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Balanced Literacy  
Initiative Takes Off 
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Family 
Fun Day 

GPA Connects with  
the Latino Community

The Latino community in Guilford County 
remains an important area of focus. As 
GPA continued to address the community’s 
unique set of challenges and strengths, the 
2016 -17 school year brought a tremendous 
outpouring of parent engagement and 
support. GPA created the first-ever Latino 
Parent GPA committee, composed of 15 
families who donated their time and support 
towards the creation of relevant meetings 
and events throughout the year. These 
events included the Latino family event 

at Sedgefield Elementary, with more than 
70 families in attendance. The GPA 101 
Parent Session coached 15 families through 
Brainfuse’s powerful Spanish-language 
online resource.   

GPA’s second Latino-focused family event 
saw continued success as well, with more 
than 50 families meeting in High Point 
for a morning full of empowerment and 
knowledge. GPA also brought together an 
amazing group of eight ESL volunteers who 
will be helping parents and students across 

the county into the 2017-18 school  
year integrate Balanced Literacy initiatives 
into several Latino-focused talks  
and programs. Similarly, GPA offered its 
first Health & Wellness Zumba class at 
Sedgefield Elementary—a fun, aerobic time 
was had by all!

Latino families need a voice, and we are trying to 
provide them with that voice. I am grateful for GPA 
taking the opportunity to reach out to Latino families. 

Ricardo Bernal
ESOL Teacher at Aycock Middle School 

I was really impressed 
with Family Fun Day. 
There were a ton of 

families, fun activities 
and helpful resources for 

parents. It was a really 
unique opportunity for the 
kids to have some fun and 

for the parents to learn 
more about investing in 
their child’s education. 

April Berry
Grassroots Parent Coordinator

After another great year of hard work, GCS 
families were excited to spend a day in the 
sun for GPA’s seventh annual Family Fun 
Day. More than 7,000 students, parents, 
family members and friends flocked to City 
Lake Park in Jamestown for some much-
needed fun, relaxation and empowerment, 
mini golf, paddleboats, waterslides and 
a host of other activities to celebrate the 
end of the school year. Student groups 

from around the county put their talents on 
display with top-notch singing and dancing 
performances. In addition to the fun, parents 
were able to get important information about 
health care, positive lifestyles and summer 
activities to help avoid the summer slide. 
Both students and parents were delighted 
as they searched through and selected 
free books to take home and read over the 
summer months. 
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Stay Connected

501 W. Washington Street
Greensboro, NC 27401

336-279-4924

www.gcsnc.com

In compliance with federal laws, Guilford County Schools administers all educational programs, employment activities and admissions without 
discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic origin, color, age, military service, disability or gender, except where exemption is appropriate 

and allowed by law. Refer to the Board of Education’s Discrimination Free Environment Policy AC for a complete statement. Inquiries or complaints 
should be directed to the Guilford County Schools Compliance Officer, 120 Franklin Blvd., Greensboro, NC 27401; 336.370.2323.


