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AP English Language & Composition M-Friday: 4thBlock 
  

Instructor:  Mr. Talley 

Contact:  336-819-2970  e-mail:  

talleyd@gcsnc.com   

  

  

Course Overview  

In this introductory college-level course, students read and carefully analyze a 

broad and challenging range of nonfiction prose selections, deepening their awareness of 

rhetoric and language dexterity.  This class is devoted to enabling students to write 

effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum, and students 

generally read selections from non-fiction prose models—including but not limited to— 

autobiography, biography, essays, articles, letters, diaries, and historical documents.  

Through close reading and frequent writing, students develop their ability to work with 

language and text with a greater awareness of purpose and strategy, while strengthening 

their own composing abilities.  

  

For many students, AP Language is their first introduction to AP Courses, 

especially if it is taken in the first semester.  As this is a college-level course, 

performance expectations are appropriately high, and the workload is challenging.  

Students are expected to commit to a minimum of five hours of course work per week 

outside of class.  Often, work involves long-term writing and reading assignments, so 

effective time management is important.  Because of the demanding curriculum, students 

must bring to the course sufficient command of mechanical conventions and an ability to 

read and discuss prose.  

  

AP courses are designed to be much more challenging than the regular high 

school curriculum, and grading will be more rigorous and demanding than in these 

courses.  However, as they teach advanced level writing and have the possibility of 

earning students college credit at the high school level, they can be the most rewarding.  

  

  

 I.   Writing  

  

As a college-level course, English III, AP will, of necessity, require more writing 

with emphasis on the following:  

  

• Writing as a process, including invention, arrangement, drafting, and 

revision.  

• Writing in informal contexts (journals, writing workshops, collaborative 

writing, in-class responses)   

• The four aims of writing—reflective, informative, persuasive, and literary  
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• The rhetorical modes of narration, description, exposition, and 

argumentation  

 

In addition, attention will be given to correcting common errors in grammar, 

spelling, punctuation and mechanics, commonly found in college freshmen papers.  But 

most importantly, students will be expected to develop a more mature and sophisticated 

style of writing through an effective use of diction, syntax, tone, and audience in order to 

communicate with mature readers.  To this end, students will be expected to produce 2-3 

rough drafts of each paper, edited by peers and instructor.  In revising rough drafts, 

students may need to avail themselves of a style guide or online grammar guide as 

needed.  

Finally, ALL papers must be computer generated, using a professional style font, 

12 pt., following an established format for college papers (manuscript instructions and 

examples will be given in class).  

  

II.   Reading  

  

Typical of a beginning college course in writing which emphasizes rhetorical 

techniques and modes of exposition, the reading of non-fiction selections will give 

students an opportunity to:  

  

• Improve comprehension, interpretation, and evaluation  

• Improve vocabulary  

• Explore ideas for discussion and models for types of papers required  

• Improve critical thinking through an analysis of how language with all its 

complexities is used in a wide variety of prose styles from many 

disciplines and historical periods  

• Instruction on the reading of visual texts—how graphics and visual images 

serve as alternative texts    

To these ends, reading selections will illustrate the four aims of writing as well as 

provide model for the rhetorical modes (see “writing” above), so that students will learn 

the connections between interpretive skills in reading and writing.  

   

  

III.  The Advanced Placement Examination  

  
The culmination of English III, AP is the Advanced Placement Examination, given 

nationally each year in May.  By scoring a 3 or higher, a student can gain advanced placement 

standing in college or possibly earn college credit.  There are two basic methods by which this 

can be accomplished.  The first is to read all daily assignments carefully and conscientiously.  By 

so doing, the student builds those skills expected of advanced placement students.  The second is 

to become familiar with the format and types of questions asked on the examination.  To this end 

there will be timed essays and multiple choice drills which should facilitate scoring well on the 

examination.  These drills are a vital part of AP English language, and failure to perform 
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accordingly will seriously and adversely affect one’s grade and possibly one’s score.  While the 

test is currently mandatory, performance on these drills in class are a vital proponent of classroom 

grading.  

 

V.   Evaluation and Credit  
The numerical evaluation system for AP English Language will be the same as school 

policy:  

A 90-100  
B 80-89  
C 70-79  
D 60-69  

  F  Below 60  

  

All writing assignments will be based on a rubric to be attached to this syllabus.   
Needless to say, the letter grades will indicate that :  

• An A paper is SUPERIOR in every way  

• A B paper is an EXCELLENT paper  
• A C paper is an AVERAGE paper  

• A D paper is BELOW AVERAGE  
• The F paper is a FAILURE  

  

Your final grade will be determined as follows:  

    

   Major papers /projects                      35%  
                   Classwork & Quizzes                                     45%  
                   Timed AP Drills and Tests                                                   25%  

  

A word about attendance.  I am a firm believer in attending class, and a student’s FIRST 

responsibility is to be in class.  Since class sessions will mix lectures with student reactions to 

reading and discussion, attendance is absolutely vital, and your attendance and participation will 

be taken into serious consideration when determining final grades.  The easiest and quickest way 

to lose credit for this course is to have poor attendance.  Any unexcused absences do not justify 

late work, and it will be subject to the same penalties as other late work.  

 

Unit One:  Intro to Rhetoric and Argumentation 

Readings and writings within this unit will focus on the rhetorical situation, examining and 

explaining claims and evidence within an argument, and developing paragraphs that 

include a claim and proper support  

Unit Two:  Thesis and Evidence  

In addition to building upon skills introduced in Unit One, students will also examine 

how authors have understood audience values have shaped arguments, in addition to 

examining different audiences.  Students will also create theses that require appropriate 

proof or support.  
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Unit Three:  Lines of Reasoning, Methods of Development  

While students continue to work on paragraphs that provide claims and support, students 

will also learn about and practice lines of reasoning and methods of development Unit 

Four:  Structure, Structure, Structure! 

This unit will focus on putting elements of the previous 3 together, while learning ways to 

effectively introduce and conclude effective nonfiction.  

Unit Five:  Holding the Structure Together  

Now that students can identify a line of reasoning, students will focus on examining and 

creating works that overall structure makes them solid.  This will include examining 

transitions, word choice and word structure.  

Unit Six:  The Research Experience (See above details) Unit Seven:  

The Other Side  

This unit will focus on explaining ways claims are introduced by using the other side to 

qualify.  There will also be units on using grammatical functions of English to both  

express ideas and communicate effectively and clearly  

Unit 8:  My Language, My Strength  

Students will examine a few other writings in order to put the above taught skills to use in 

their own composition.  

Unit 9:  My Last Argument  

Students will revisit/rewrite the components of strong argumentation.  

  

  

  

  

  


