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GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOLS
2022 SCHOOL BOND

1. An independent study funded jointly by the commissioners and school board in 2019 found that 
district schools were, in some cases, literally falling apart.

• The average GCS school was built in the 1960s (55 years ago).

• More than 50% of schools were rated as being in poor or unsatisfactory condition with outdated 
systems and other critical infrastructure needs. 

• GCS currently has more than $2 billion in facility needs, including more than $800 million in deferred 
maintenance.

• Delaying further will worsen current infrastructure challenges and only add to the total cost of 
making needed repairs and upgrades.

2. In 2020, Guilford County voters passed a $300 million bond referendum, which is being used to 
support 8 new construction projects and the purchase of land for additional projects identified in 
the facilities master plan.

• The $300 million bond was a critical first step to meeting our shared need, but our journey does not 
stop there. 

• Work is already underway on the eight school projects. GCS has hosted dozens of community 
meetings to gather community members’ feedback and ideas on what they would like to see in a new 
school.

• The community engagement phase was completed in December. We are currently in the schematic 
design phase, and we will break ground on projects this year. 

• The first project is projected to be completed in 2024 and the last in 2025, so there will be 
significant movement on these projects in the very near future.

3. Building on the initial $300 million from the 2020 bond, the 2022 $1.7 billion school bond will 
allow us to address critical safety and maintenance needs in our schools:

• Invest $363+ million in needed safety and technology upgrades for all District schools.

• Build three new schools on new sites, and rebuild 18 existing schools on their current sites.

• Fully renovate 13 schools that require top-to-bottom improvement.

• Provide major repairs to additional schools with failing roofs, heat, air conditioning and plumbing, 
providing safer and healthier learning environments for Guilford County students.
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4. Safety and technology are a top priority to create a healthy, competitive learning environment.

• In 2020, the board of commissioners allocated some funds to address specific safety upgrades for 
schools with critical needs, but the funding only covers a fraction of the problem. 

• The 2022 bond will provide safety upgrades for all District schools across the county, not just the 
ones with immediate safety and security concerns. 

• Upgrades include upgrade and upkeep of cameras, digital locks, classroom phones, intercoms, and 
other security upgrades including safe entry points.

• The funding will also allow for modernized classrooms and wireless technology, providing students 
and teachers with the tools needed for quality education.

5. Investment in our schools is also an investment in our community and local economy.

• During the next 7-10 years, the $1.7 billion bond investment will create nearly 20,000 local jobs.

• Work on several projects related to the 2020 bond is already underway, creating viable work 
opportunities for the Guilford community.

• The rebuilding of 18 schools, renovation of 13 schools, and construction of three new construction 
schools will invest the bond’s funding into the community’s businesses and vendors who will be part 
of local projects.

• According to a 2020 study done by NC State University on the economic impact of public schools, a 
bond investment could add over $100 million to local property values and add close to $1 billion in 
cost savings for things like crime, healthcare, and social welfare.

6. The ballot will include a proposal for a slight increase (0.0025% or a fraction of a penny) in the 
county sales and use tax rate.

• The sales and use tax will spread the cost of repaying the bond beyond just property owners, and 
will apply to visitors of the county as well. The tax is a financing option that helps keep property tax 
rates from being increased. 

• The proposed fraction of a penny sales and use tax increase excludes certain items such as gas, 
groceries, and prescriptions.

• County officials estimate that the sales and use tax impact would equate to five pennies for every 
$20 that is spent on most goods and services in Guilford County. 

To learn more about the 2022 Guilford County 
Schools Bond, visit schoolbondfacts.com
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