Kiser Middle School – Student & Parent Guide to the Return of In-Person Learning
This document is a quick guide to help all our students and families successfully return to in-person learning safely and
responsibly. It is important that families read and understand the content of the guide in order to be familiar with some
of the procedures that will change slightly in order to keep everyone in our school community healthy and safe. We are
excited to see all our students in-person again; however, students, parents, and families must all take the necessary
precautions to keep the Kiser community safe. It is important that all students and families review this document and
understand both the expectations of the students and of the parents in order to be able mitigate transmission and
continue to provide safe and responsible in-person learning. It is going to take our entire Kiser family to work
collaboratively together in order to safely reopen school. If you have any questions to concerns please contact me at
wohlgee@gcsnc.com.
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Face Coverings, Social Distancing, and other Mitigation Strategies
It is expected that all individuals who are on campus will always have a cloth face covering and/or mask on in the
appropriate manner (covering both nose and mouth), unless directed by an adult that it can be removed. The schedule
will provide few opportunities for students to take a mask break throughout the day, but only in situations where
students are in a large enough space, outdoors, or while eating lunch/breakfast. Also, it is expected that all individuals
adhere to the 6 ft. social distancing guidelines, and to the greatest extent possible keep appropriate distance between
themselves and others to help mitigate the transmission of the virus.
Students, staff, and individuals should be mindful of the number of items that are handled by multiple people
throughout the day. Teachers will supply students with their own supplies and instructional materials, so items are not
being passed between students or shared with others throughout the school day.
Students will also be expected to clean their own desk with a disinfectant wipe at least once or twice throughout the
day. The disinfectant wipe will be provided by the classroom teacher, and sanitizer will be available throughout the
building. Students will use the bathroom during classroom bathrooms breaks and have several opportunities to wash
their hands with soap and water.
Classroom spaces are setup according to the CDC standards to maintain 6 ft. of social distancing while students are in
the classroom (see the image below as a reference). Each classroom has been installed with hand sanitizer stations, as
well as areas outside the bathrooms and entrances to the school.
Individuals who do not comply with all the mitigation strategies in place to prevent transmission of the virus will be
immediately directed to be picked up by a parent and leave the campus. Students will be sent to the office, and a
parent/guardian will be called to come pick-up their student and they will be allowed to return the following week
during their cohort days following a phone conference with the parent and/or guardian.

Class Changes and Transitions
The Strong Schools NC Public Heath Toolkit and CDC recommends for Plan A and B that students be placed into small
cohorts of students and limit the number of transitions and mixings of student groups throughout the school day.
Obviously, this recommendation is completely opposite to the design of the regular middle school model where we
encourage students to interaction with as many individuals as possible to help promote social growth and a wellrounded student. However, the safety of our school community must come first as we transition back to school;
therefore, the students will remain in their first classroom of the day, except when they go to the bathroom and to PE.
Teachers will be rotating through to each student cohort group throughout the day to provide the academic instruction,
in order to keep students and staff as safe as possible.

Encore Classes
Every student will participate in 30 minutes of physical education on the days they are in the building. The students will
either go to the gym, outside, or other large area where activities can be performed safely. At this time, students will be
expected to wear their mask during PE, and teachers will be planning activities and instruction appropriate for continued
mask usage. As the CDC and state continue to update this guidance, we will monitor and adjust our instruction and
procedures to reflect those changes when appropriate.
A student’s remaining encore will be delivered to the students on the days they are at home for remote instruction. It
will enable the students to minimize the number of additional belongings they need for school, does not require
students to have a device at school, and continues to allow students to continue their originally scheduled encore
classes. Students at home will either have A encore classes on Monday or Thursday, and B encore classes on Tuesday or
Friday.
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Bathroom Breaks
Each grade level team will be developing a plan for taking students safely to the restroom throughout the school day.
The bathrooms have been modified to reflect 50% of their regular capacity, and it is expected that students maintain
social distancing while using the bathroom. We are expecting students who are given permission to use the restroom
independently to determine whether the bathroom has an empty toilet or staff and decide to enter in order to maintain
adjusted capacity for the restroom.

Parent Responsibilities
It is important that if your student begins to show signs and/or symptoms of COVID, that you keep you student home
from school. It is our recommendation that you immediately consult your primary health care provider in order to
determine the steps to keep your student and family safe.
Also, should your student receive a positive test or be awaiting results of a test it is your responsibility to notify the
school immediately so the appropriate steps can be taken to mitigate the transmission of the virus to others. The school
will be working closely with the school nurse and the local health care department to determine the steps that need to
be taken in order to prevent transmission of the virus.
It is also expected that all parents will comply with the health department’s guidance when notified to either isolate
and/or quarantine your student who has either tested positive or was directly exposed to someone who has tested
positive. Please be sure to communicate either of those situations so we can code attendance appropriately, determine
the return to school date, and ensure you have the schedule for remote learning (as long as your student is well) during
the time of isolation/quarantine.

Arrival to School
The arrival and student drop-off process will be different in order to conduct the temperature checks and screening
questions to each student. Most middle school students will be able to answer the screening questions for themselves;
however, for some it might be either less stressful or appropriate for the parent to use the Attestation Form. Currently,
the form will be located on the school website and needs to be turned in each day upon entry at school. The district is
working on having an app available to complete the Attestation Form, and we will communicate when that app is
available for parents and/or students and how we will use the app in our arrival process. Also, due to the larger
numbers we anticipate being car riders we are moving car rider drop-off and pick to parking lot and circle behind A and
B Wing.
Car Rider Arrival
In past years we have allowed early drop-off to help parents headed to work and allow our car rider line to move as
efficiently as possible. The student has either waited outside on the sidewalk or in the cafeteria; however, at this time
we will no longer allow students to be dropped off before 8:30am.
First, no student should be dropped off without a school staff member present in order to conduct the temperature
check and screening questions.
There will be numbers posted on the awning along the sidewalk, and school staff present between several numbers to
take students’ temperatures as you pull through the line. Again, we ask that you do not release your student until their
temperature has been taken.
The student will first be greeted, and the temperature will be taken. If the temperature is lower than 100.4 degrees, the
student will proceed to their entry location and meet the screener. Once they get to the screener, they will give their
temperature and proceed to answer the following screening questions each day:
Students and/or parent/guardian must answer the following questions:
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1.

Have you had close contact (within 6 ft for at least 15 minutes) in the last 14 days with someone diagnosed with
COVID-19, or has any health department or health care provider been in contact and advised you to quarantine?
a. If the answer is yes, the student will not be allowed to enter school, and the child can not return for 14 days
after the last time the child came in contact with someone with COVID-19.
2. Since you were last at school do you have any of these symptoms? Fevers, chills; shortness of breath/difficult
breathing; new cough; or new loss of taste or smell, nausea, upset stomach, diarrhea, headache, dizziness.
a. If the answer is yes, the child should go home, stay away from other people, and a family member should call
the child’s healthcare provider or public health.
3. Since they were last at school, have you been tested and awaiting results or diagnosed with COVID-19?
a. If the answer is yes, if the student is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a test, their symptoms, or does not
get a COVID-19 test but has had symptoms, the student should not be at school and should stay home until
the student can meet the criteria below. If the student is awaiting test results, the person cannot return until
results are received indicating a negative result.
4. If you responded “No” to the first three questions and are permitted to enter the building, do you agree to adhere to
all health and safety procedures while on campus (wear a face covering, maintain a social distance of six-feet from
others at all times, continuously wash hands/use hand sanitizer)?
A student can return to school when a family member can answer Yes to All three questions:
1. Has it been at least 10 days since the student first had symptoms?
2. Has it been at least 24 hours since the student had a fever (without using fever reducing medicine?)
3. Have the student’s symptoms improved, including cough and shortness of breath?
If a student’s temperature is greater than 100.4 degrees, you will be directed to either pull as far forward as possible or
into one of the parking spaces and someone will recheck the temperature after 5 minutes. A student who has a
temperature of above 100.4 degrees will not be permitted to enter the building.
If a student can answer, no, to the first three screening questions, and, yes, to the fourth question and has a
temperature under 100.4 degrees they will enter the building. Students will enter the building at either the back of Awing, B-wing, or C-wing depending on their grade level and proceed directly to the classroom they are assigned for Core
1.
Bus Rider Arrival
Buses will be unloaded by either the driver or a school staff member in order to conduct the temperature checks and the
screening process. Middle school students are permitted to answer the screening questions; however, a parent may
choose to complete the Attestation Form for their student, so they do not have to answer the screening questions for
themselves if that is the more appropriate for your student.
Students will be required to stay in their seat until directed by the driver to get up and exit the bus. The bus will be
boarded from back to front and students will then exit from front to back. Any student who does not comply with the
procedures for the health and safety of others will require an immediate parent conference, and an alternative method
of transportation may be required or your student will not be permitted to come to school on their cohort days for a
certain length of time.
As students are directed to unload the bus from front to back, each student will have their temperature taken by a
school staff member. If the temperature is lower than 100.4 degrees, the student will be sent to the bus rider entrance
where they will be asked the following screening questions. Students will enter the building in the hallway between the
gym and the cafeteria where they will be greeted by a screener.
Student will give the screener their temperature and must answer the following questions:
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1

2

3

4

Have you had close contact (within 6 ft for at least 15 minutes) in the last 14 days with someone diagnosed with
COVID-19, or has any health department or health care provider been in contact and advised you to quarantine?
a. If the answer is yes, the student will not be allowed to enter school, and the child cannot return for 14
days after the last time the child came in contact with someone with COVID-19.
Since you were last at school do you have any of these symptoms? Fevers, chills; shortness of breath/difficult
breathing; new cough; or new loss of taste or smell, nausea, upset stomach, diarrhea, headache, dizziness.
a. If the answer is yes, the child should go home, stay away from other people, and a family member should
call the child’s healthcare provider or public health.
Since they were last at school, have you been tested and awaiting results or diagnosed with COVID-19?
a. If the answer is yes, if the student is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a test, their symptoms, or does
not get a COVID-19 test but has had symptoms, the student should not be at school and should stay
home until the student can meet the criteria below. If the student is awaiting test results, the person
cannot return until results are received indicating a negative result.
If you responded “No” to the first three questions and are permitted to enter the building, do you agree to
adhere to all health and safety procedures while on campus (wear a face covering, maintain a social distance of
six-feet from others at all times, continuously wash hands/use hand sanitizer)?

A student can return to school when a family member can answer Yes to All three questions:
1. Has it been at least 10 days since the student first had symptoms?
2. Has it been at least 24 hours since the student had a fever (without using fever reducing medicine?)
3. Have the student’s symptoms improved, including cough and shortness of breath?
If a student’s temperature is greater than 100.4 degrees, the student will be directed to wait for five minutes along the
sidewalk and the screener will recheck the temperature after 5 minutes. A bus rider student who has a temperature of
above 100.4 degrees or greater will be directed to the sick room and parent/guardian will be contact immediately to
pick up the student.
If a student can answer, no, to the first three screening questions, and, yes, to the fourth question and has a
temperature under 100.4 degrees they will be directed to report directly to their c enter the building.
Walkers
Students are permitted to walk to school. Students are encouraged to continue to maintain 6 ft of social distancing and
wear appropriate cloth face covering while walking with others that are not apart of their immediately family.
All walkers should enter Kiser at the front entrance. Students will wait 6 feet apart, and must answer the following
questions:
1

2

3

Have you had close contact (within 6 ft for at least 15 minutes) in the last 14 days with someone diagnosed with
COVID-19, or has any health department or health care provider been in contact and advised you to quarantine?
a. If the answer is yes, the student will not be allowed to enter school, and the child cannot return for 14
days after the last time the child came in contact with someone with COVID-19.
Since you were last at school do you have any of these symptoms? Fevers, chills; shortness of breath/difficult
breathing; new cough; or new loss of taste or smell, nausea, upset stomach, diarrhea, headache, dizziness.
a. If the answer is yes, the child should go home, stay away from other people, and a family member should
call the child’s healthcare provider or public health.
Since they were last at school, have you been tested and awaiting results or diagnosed with COVID-19?
a. If the answer is yes, if the student is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a test, their symptoms, or does
not get a COVID-19 test but has had symptoms, the student should not be at school and should stay
home until the student can meet the criteria below. If the student is awaiting test results, the person
cannot return until results are received indicating a negative result.
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4.

If you responded “No” to the first three questions and are permitted to enter the building, do you agree to adhere to
all health and safety procedures while on campus (wear a face covering, maintain a social distance of six-feet from
others at all times, continuously wash hands/use hand sanitizer)? A student can return to school when a family
member can answer Yes to All three questions:
1. Has it been at least 10 days since the student first had symptoms?
2. Has it been at least 24 hours since the student had a fever (without using fever reducing
medicine?)
3. Have the student’s symptoms improved, including cough and shortness of breath?

If a student’s temperature is greater than 100.4 degrees, the student will be directed to wait for five minutes along the
sidewalk and the screener will recheck the temperature after 5 minutes. A student who has a temperature of above
100.4 degrees or greater will be directed to the sick room and parent/guardian will be contact immediately to pick up
the student.
If a student can answer, no, to the first three screening questions, and, yes, to the fourth question they will enter the
building. Students will enter the building at the front entrance should proceed directly to the classroom they were
assigned for their core 1.

Student Expectations on Remote Learning Days
In-person students will be given work from their classroom teachers while at school to complete, or directions to login
into Canvas to access the assignments on the days they are not attending school. Also, some teachers may require
students who are at home to login for additional live instruction on Microsoft Teams on their remote days. Teachers will
communicate with students their expectations for the days while they are remote.
It is important for your student to keep up with the pacing or the instruction so teachers can ensure all content
standards have been taught prior to the completion of the academic year. Students should complete their homework,
remote assignments, tasks, etc…. on the days assigned to the best of their ability. The next time students attend school
in-person after being out remotely, the work completed while remote will indicate to the teachers how well your
student knows the standards and material that was taught, and whether they are ready to move onto new material.

Lockers
As we begin to transition back to school, the students will not be assigned a locker. The students will keep their
bookbag, jackets, and other items with them at their assigned desk. The purpose is to also eliminate a transition and
opportunity where students are moving to areas where maintaining 6 ft. social distancing is difficult. The leadership
team will continue to monitor the ongoing situation and will determine when it will be appropriate to assign student
lockers.

Student Devices
The district is in the process of receiving the shipment of student devices for 4th through 12th grade students; however, it
does not look like schools will receive those devices prior to the return of In-Person learning. The teachers will be
surveying students and the availably of being able to bring a device from home. We will communicate the process and
procedures, should the school move forward with having students bring a device from home to help with their
schoolwork during In-Person learning.
Teachers will continue to utilize Canvas as much as possible even with the return of In-Person learning. If the Leadership
Team begins to allow personal devices or Kiser receives the Chromebooks, it will be important for students to bring with
them a device that enables them to access Canvas, Microsoft Teams, and the other applications and platforms that we
are using when we return to school. It is important that these devices are charged prior to coming to school.
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Cell Phones
Typically, in previous school years student cell phones are to be kept in the locker throughout the school day; however,
students will not be using lockers for the time being upon the reopening of school. Cell phones will need to be either
turned off or put on silent and kept in a students bookbag throughout the school day. A student whose device goes off
or is a disruption may have the device confiscated and turned into the office for parent pick-up. A continued cell phone
violated will result in the school holding the device for the duration of time allowed in the GCS Code of Conduct.

Water Bottles
The water fountains will be covered and unavailable for students or staff to use in accordance with the Strong Schools
NC Public Health Toolkit. Students are permitted to bring a water bottle from home and the school will have bottled
water available for students.

Parent Communication
Two-way communication between school and home it critical for all to work together to create an environment for our
students to be successful. Kiser will continue to communicate with parents through email, remind apps, Canvas,
Connect Ed, Teams calls, and phone calls to avoid too many in-person interactions and conferences. In most cases,
situations, concerns, and items that occur can be resolved just as quickly and will continue to keep our school
community as safe as possible.
We will continue to answer the school main line number off-site and will direct questions and inquiries to the
appropriate staff.
Email is the best alternative to communicate with your child’s teach and school staff.

Visitors
Visitation to the school will continue to be limited as move back to in-person learning. Visitors will need to continue to
make appointment times. Also, to the extent possible, the school staff will handle in-person visits by wearing masks,
socially distancing, and by keeping visitors outside as much as possible.

SMOD
Kiser students will be expected to follow the guidelines for dress on the non-SMOD days for the time being as we
transition back to school. Therefore, we are temporarily putting a suspension on the requirement for students to be in
SMOD. Students are welcome to wear SMOD; however, given the circumstances of staff needing to primarily focus on
the health and safety guidelines, students wearing masks, and students remaining seated and in one class for an
extended part of the day we will delay implementation of SMOD for this year until further notice. Students are expected
to abide by the GCS Dress Code, and should not have hooded sweatshirts, no spaghetti straps, no cropped tops, and no
ripped jeans or torn pants.
Students should dress appropriately for the weather, and for classrooms that may be well ventilated with open windows
throughout the year. Teachers will be unable to provide students with additional clothing, such as sweaters or jackets.
We encourage our students to dress in layers in order to maintain their comfort throughout the day.
Administration will reserve the right to address students whose dress may not comply with maintaining an appropriate
educational environment that is conducive for all students to learn.
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Large Gatherings – Assemblies/Concerts/Awards
The Public Health School Toolkit states schools are required to discontinue in-person activities that involve bringing
together large groups of people or activities that do not allow for social distancing. Therefore, we will suspend all inperson assemblies, concerts, award ceremonies until new guidance is received that it is appropriate to do so.
Kiser will make every effort to find opportunities for our students to showcase their achievements and progress in our
performing arts programs without having large, in-person assemblies.

Dismissal from School
Car Rider Dismissal
It is important to continue to maintain our health and safety guidelines, including 6 ft. social distancing and wearing face
coverings through the car rider dismissal process. The car rider process we will implement is to reduce the number of
students traveling in the hallway at one time and the number of students waiting along the sidewalk for their ride to pick
them up; however, the process will facilitate the safest and most efficient dismissal under our current circumstances.
Therefore, beginning at 3:10pm students will be allowed to use their phone or device in order to receive a message from
their parent/person responsible for transportation to notify them they are in the car rider line for dismissal.
Once a student receives a text message notification, they will show the message to their classroom teacher as their pass
to be dismissed from the classroom for car rider dismissal.
Parents/individual responsible for transportation should send a text message to their student once they have arrived in
the car rider line at school. Please do not send a message prior to entering the car rider line, so we can avoid too many
students standing around having to wait for their ride. Parents will line up in a single file line along the sidewalk and
may use the inside travel lane to pull out of the parking lot once their student(s) have loaded into the car if the vehicle in
front of you is still waiting for their student.
Students should not enter the driveway or cut across the parking lot to meet their vehicle. The students should use the
sidewalk to walk around to their vehicle if parked along the sidewalk along the back of the parking lot.
If using a text message to communicate with your student(s) is not possible, there will be staff on duty to inform which
student you are here to pick up and we will call them from the classroom to the car rider line for dismissal. After the
first few days, if you know the classroom your student is in at the end of the day it will help us quickly call for your
student.
All car rider students must be picked up no later than 3:45pm. Students who are waiting for a ride after 3:45pm, will be
directed to call their ride and two days in a row of late pick-up will result in students being a remote student the next
week during their in-person days. The school does not have the staff to monitor students well beyond the scheduled
dismissal time to ensure they are staying socially distant and following appropriate safety and health procedures. If a
student is required to be become a remote student two weeks in a row, they will be permanently moved to the remote
cohort.
Bus Rider Dismissal
It is important to continue to maintain our health and safety guidelines, including 6 ft. social distancing and wearing face
coverings through the bus dismissal process, and on the bus ride home.
Bus rider dismissal will be like how we have previously called for bus riders. The bus numbers will be emailed to
teachers and called over the announcements. Students are not permitted to leave the classroom until they hear their
bus called over the announcements. We will be calling fewer buses at a time to prevent too many students from
transitioning in the hallway at one time and moving to the bus dismissal area. Students will exit the building from
hallway between the cafeteria and gym, and immediately report to their assigned bus.
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The students will load the bus at the direction of the driver, which will be to move to fill the seats marked available from
front to back. In some situations, students who live in the same household may be permitted to sit together.
Students who do not comply with the health and safety guidelines, load and unload appropriately, or cause other issues
will be subjected to consequences according to the GCS Code of Conduct.
https://app.perfectforms.com/PresentationServer/Form.aspx/Play/sMnGAg0E?f=sMnGAg0E
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Arrival and Dismissal Map

Bus transportation will follow the red loop.
Car rider transportation will follow the green loop. Please form one line in the right lane in order to drop off and save
the left lane for cars to pull off who have already dropped off their student(s).

Example of Socially Distant Classroom Setup
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Car Rider Numbered Drop Off and Pick Up Area
During morning car rider line parents will need to pull to a number and wait
for a screener to come perform the temperature check and will be directed
to the entrance for their grade level for the screening questions. Students
should not exit their vehicle until the temperature check has been
completed. Once a staff member has indicated your student may enter,
they will proceed to the the door to their assigned grade level hallway,
where they will answer the screening questions and give their temperature.
Students may also have the Attestation Form available to turn in as well.
Once the student has completed the screener, they will be directed to go
straight to their homeroom class listed on the Student Cohort Group Chart.

Hallway and 6 ft. Socially Distant Reminders
Every hallway it marked with stickers to remind students of making sure
they always maintain 6 ft. between themselves and others while at school.
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Hybrid Instructional Schedule and Remote Learning Times
6th Grade Schedule:
Remote

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Core 1 9am-10am

Math

ELA

Science

Social Studies

Remote Encore 10am-11am

Remote Encore

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time

Core 2 11am-12pm

ELA

Math

Social Studies

Science

Core 3 1pm-2pm

Science

Social Studies

Math

ELA

Core 4 2pm-3pm

Social Studies

Science

ELA

Math

7th Grade Schedule:
Remote

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Core 1 9am-10am

Math

ELA

Science

Social Studies

Core 2 10:10am-11:10am

ELA

Math

Social Studies

Science

Remote Encore 12:10pm-1:10pm

Remote Encore

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time

Core 3 1:10pm-2:10pm

Science

Social Studies

Math

ELA

Core 4 2:10pm-3:10pm

Social Studies

Science

ELA

Math

8th Grade Schedule:
Remote

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Core 1 9am-10am

Math

ELA

Science

Social Studies

Tiger Time 10am-10:30am

Tiger Time

Tiger Time

Tiger Time

Tiger Time

Core 2 10:30am-11:30pm

ELA

Math

Social Studies

Science

Core 3 12:10pm-1:10pm

Science

Social Studies

Math

ELA

Core 4 1:10pm-2:10pm

Social Studies

Science

ELA

Math

Remote Encore 2:10pm-3:10pm

Remote Encore

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time

PE/Tiger Time
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