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International Baccalaureate Mission Statement®  

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 

help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.  

To this end the organization works with school, governments and international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.  

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 

learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.   

 

 

High Point Central High School  
Our Vision  
  

High Point Central is a dynamic school that promotes academic achievement, high expectations, 

respect, unity, and safety.  

   

Our Mission  
  

High Point Central strives to develop specific goals and high academic standards using 

communication and commitment within a shared learning environment.  
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 Welcome Message from the HPC Principal and IB Diploma Coordinator  
Dear HPC Community,  

   

Welcome to High Point Central’s International Baccalaureate Programme. Now in its twentieth year of 

authorization as an IB World School, High Point Central has a reputation for successfully preparing 

students to enter the finest universities after high school graduation and graduate in four years or less.  We 

also strive to carry out the IB Mission to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 

help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.  

  

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, created in 1968, is a chartered foundation based in 

Geneva, Switzerland. At first the program set out to establish a pre-university credential that would 

provide international recognition for globally mobile junior and senior students, many of whom were 

children of diplomats transferred every two years. The design emphasized a common curriculum of 

“Critical thinking, intercultural understanding and exposure to a variety of points of view.”  

  

Today students take classes from six subject areas and complete the CORE. This core includes 

completing Theory of Knowledge (how do we know what we know? and how can several differing 

viewpoints be correct?), writing an Extended Essay of 4,000 words, and completing eighteen month of 

Creativity, Activity, and Service. Based on exams taken in the junior and senior years, students earn 

university credit based on the exam scores.  

  

The IB Philosophy is infused throughout all subject areas using these objectives:  

• Teachers will present curriculum through inquiry-based, interdisciplinary lessons  

• Students will be required to think and reason at high levels and ask and answer analytical 

questions  

• Students will master written and verbal communication of ideas as well as research skills  

• Faculty and staff will stress the social, physical and cognitive well-being of each student  

• Students will recognize the responsibility of being members of a global society  

  

Please use this handbook to help answer any questions. Also shadowing experiences and personal tours 

are available by contacting Susan E. Fleenor, IB Diploma Coordinator by phone at 336-819-2843 or email 

fleenos2@gcsnc.com.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Dr. Shelley Nixon-Green, Principal  

Susan E. Fleenor, IB Coordinator  
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Important Contacts  

AP/IB Coordinator:  

    Susan E. Fleenor, fleenos2@gcsnc.com  

CAS Coordinator  

    David Williams, williad2@gcsnc.com  

Extended Essay Coordinator  

    Heidi Cadmus, cadmush@gcsnc.com  

IB Academic and Career Counselor  

    Reem Ahmed, ahmedr@gcsnc.com  

Service Learning Contact for IB Students  

    Susan Lindsay, lindsas2@gcsnc.com  

HPC Principal  

    Dr. Shelley Nixon-Green, nixongr@gcsnc.com  

IB Guidance Counselor  

    Tikela Evans, evanst@gcsnc.com  

GCS IB District Coordinator  

    Dibrelle Tourret, tourred@gcsnc.com  
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What is the IB Programme?  
  

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme was created in the 1960’s to establish a 

preuniversity credential that would provide international recognition for globally mobile students. It is a 

rigorous course of liberal arts curriculum from a global perspective. The students are expected to perform 

on a university level and sit for exams that are developed and assessed on an international standard.  

  

  
  

The IB Programme at HPC Offers Opportunities to Excel  
  
High Point Central High School is an authorized IB World school offering the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme in the 11th and 12th grades. From the IB aims and objectives, Central created magnet 

school theme of internationalism and Languages. All students enrolled in the honors classes at Central are 

exposed to the rigorous standards of the internationally recognized IB Diploma Programme.  

  

The IB program’s philosophy is infused throughout all subject areas using the magnet school’s objectives:  

  

1. Teachers will present curriculum to students through experimental, inquiry-based, 

interdisciplinary lessons.  

  

2. Students will be required to think and reason at high levels and to ask and answer analytical 

questions.  

  

3. Students will develop advanced research skills.  

  

4. Students will master written and verbal communication of ideas.  

  

5. Faculty and staff will stress the social, physical and cognitive well-being of each student to 

prepare them for involvement in community and extra-curricular activities.  

  

6. Students will recognize the roles and responsibilities of being members of the international 

community.  

  

7. Students and teachers will integrate cutting edge technology into their work products.  

  

  

Why Should a Student Consider the IB Programme?  
  

The IB Diploma Programme challenges students across the curriculum. The candidates are measured 

against an international standard. Students become accustomed to managing their time and their 

assignments, and more are cognizant of the world in which they live.  
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The IB Programme at High Point Central  
  
The IB Programme at High Point Central is one of four IB World Schools in Guildford County offering 

the Diplomma Programme and one of just sixty-five in North Carolina. In the United States there are 

1,742 IB World Schools and internationally there are 4,536 World Schools. This year marks our twentieth 

year of offering the IB Programme.   

  

  

Student Admission to the High Point Central IB Programme  
  
An IB Student is one who is committed to his or her education and willing to work towards a 

higher level of learning and thinking. Students wishing to come to HP Central must live in the 

attendance zones for HP Central. Southwest Guilford or Andrews High School. Students from 

Davidson County may apply as well, though enrollment fees apply for these students. Interested 

students must fill out a short application, submit teacher recommendations and transcripts, and 

be willing to enroll in and successfully complete the prerequisite courses.  

  

In order to apply, students must complete the application during the application window released 

by Guilford County each year. If circumstances warrant, applications may be accepted late 

depending on the class availability.  

  

The ideal candidate should:  

  

• Successfully complete Algebra I or North Carolina Math I prior to ninth grade.  

  

• Score a level III or higher on all End of Grade/End of Course tests taken in middle school 

and/or high school.  

  

• Submit an essay that addresses the IB Learner Profile and Mission Statement, and two 

short essays.  

  

• Provide two recommendations from two different teachers.  

  

• Maintain A’s and B’s in his/her core courses: English/Language Arts, Mathematics, 

Science, and Social Studies.   

  

• Ideally have completed the first level of a language other than English.  

  

We welcome and actively recruit students representing the diverse backgrounds of High 

Point Central and the feeder schools.   
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High Point Central  

High School  

  
High Point Central IB Programme History  

  

Class of 2018-19 Will Become the 22nd Class of   

International Baccalaureate Diploma Recipients at High 

Point Central High School  
  

“In 1968, the IB Diploma Programme (DP) was established to provide a challenging and comprehensive 

education that would enable students to understand and manage the complexities of our world and provide 

them with skills and attitudes for taking responsible action for the future. Such an education was rooted in 

the belief that people who are equipped to make a more just and peaceful world need an education that 

crosses disciplinary, cultural, national and geographical boundaries.  

  

“The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 

common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better and more peaceful world. 

Informed by these values, an IB education:  

    

• centers on learners  

• develops effective approaches to teaching and learning • works within global contexts  

• explores significant content.   

  

Working together, these four characteristics define an IB education” (ibo.org).  

  

For more in depth information, please visit : http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digitaltookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-

education-en.pdf”  

  

In the early 1990’s, a group of educators at High Point Central under the leadership of Mr. Bill Collins,  

Principal, and Dr. Scott Culclasure began the rigorous authorization process to become an IB World 

School. In order to qualify, High Point Central had to align its educational philosophy with that of IB, 

design an internationally minded curriculum, hire qualified staff, and ensure a budget was available to 

maintain the program.  

http://www.edlinesites.net/pages/High_Point_Central_High
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/brochures/what-is-an-ib-education-en.pdf
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Final steps were visits from IB as well as other IB World Schools. High Point Central’s own Mr. Begeal, 

who was IB Coordinator at Northern Nash HS, participated in one of the visits that led to authorization.  

  

In 1996 High Point Central became IB World School 0875. To put this in perspective, in 2017, there are 

4, 536 IB World Schools in over 150 nations authorized to offer the Diploma Program (DP) across the 

globe. In the United States, there are 1,742 IB World Schools, in North Carolina 65, and in Guildford 

County just four. High Point Central is one of the oldest and most established programs worldwide.  

  

The IB Program enjoys a successful reputation for rigorous and challenging classes. High Point Central 

graduates join impressive statistics that 98% of DP students are retained after the first year of college and 

that 95% of DP students enroll immediately in a four-year college.  

  

High Point Central is also proud that scholarships earned by DP students include the Trinity Scholarship 

(all expensed paid to Duke University), the Morehead (all expenses paid to UNC Chapel Hill), the 

Morehead Cain (renamed from the Morehead), the Coca Cola Scholarship, and many others.   

  

In addition, some of the ID students earn enough college credits to completely skip freshman year classes 

or start at much higher levels.  

  

 Principals  
1. Bill Collins         1995-1997  

2. Helen Lankford                   1997-2001  

3. Joe Yeager         2001-2004  

4. Dr. Cassandra Carr      2004 (2 months)  

5. Revonda Johnson       2004-2010  

6. Jerry Simmons                  2010-2011  

7. Robert Christina                       2011-2015   

8. Dr. Bryan Johnson       2015 to 2017  

9. Dr. Shelley Nixon-Green     2017 to present  

  

IB Coordinators  

1. Mr. Scott Culclasure       1993-2002  

2. Mrs. Sharon Haynes       2002-2007  

3. Mrs. Rebecca Johnson-Kaserman   2007-2010  

4. Mrs. Katie Eckersley     2010-2013  

5. Mrs. Susan Fleenor       2013 to present  
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IB Learner Profile  
IB Aims to develop internationally minded people (both teachers and students) who are striving to 

become:  

  

Inquirers  

Their natural curiosity is nurtured. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct constructive inquiry and 

research,and become independent active learners. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning 

will be sustained throughout their lives  

Knowledgeable  

They explore concepts, ideas and issues which have global relevance and importance. In doing so, they 

acquire, and are able to make use of a significant body of knowledge across a range of disciplines.  

Thinkers  

They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to approach complex problems 

and make reasoned decisions.  

Communicators  

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language 

and in a variety of modes of communication.  

Risk-Takers  

They approach unfamiliar situations with confidence and forethought, and have the independence of spirit 

to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are courageous and articulate in defending those things in 

which we believe.  Principled  

They have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning. They have integrity, honesty, and a sense 

of fairness, justice, and respect for the dignity of the individual.  

Caring  

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 

personal commitment to action and service to make a positive difference to the environment and to the 

lives of others.  

Open-Minded  

Through an understanding and appreciation of their own culture, they are open to the perspectives, values 

and traditions of other individuals and cultures and are accustomed to seeking and considering a range of 

points of view.  

Well-Balanced  

They understand the importance of physical and mental balance and personal well-being for themselves 

and others. They demonstrate perseverance and self-discipline.  

Reflective  

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and personal development. They are able to 

analyze their strengths and weaknesses in a constructive manner.  
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IBO Circle for Course Requirements  
 

   
 

IB Course Requirements at High Point Central High School  

(Choose one from each group)  

Group 1:    Language A1 English  

Group 2:    Language B: French, Japanese, Latin, Spanish  

Group 3:    Individuals and Societies: History of the Americas  

Group 4:    Experimental Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Physics  

Group 5:    Mathematics: Mathematics, Math Studies  

Group 6:    The Arts/Electives: Art, Theater, Philosophy, Psychology  

  

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI09nImbbQAhVDWCYKHZYDBloQjRwIBw&url=http://www.skitsap.wednet.edu/cms/lib/WA01000495/Centricity/domain/1195/ib/default.html&psig=AFQjCNEgLX9nsIuL1mYQxVwkxgNju4hltQ&ust=1479692297858498
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 The Six Academic Subjects  

These are studied concurrently. Students are required to study both the humanities and the sciences. 

Diploma candidates must select one subject from each of the six groups. Students may also elect to forgo 

the Arts and pick up an additional science, individuals and societies, or world language/classical course.  

At least three exams and no more than four are taken at higher level (HL), the others at standard level 

(SL); HL courses represent a recommended minimum of 240 teaching hours, SL courses cover 150 hours. 

Students are thus able to explore some subjects in depth and others more broadly. The science-oriented 

student is challenged to learn an additional language and the natural linguist becomes familiar with 

laboratory procedures. Problem-solving, critical thinking, active citizenship and global perspectives are 

encouraged in each area of the curriculum. The subjects’ curricula are continually reviewed, revised, and 

updated to meet contemporary needs.  

  

The IB Core  
Extended Essay (EE)  

Diploma candidates are required to undertake independent and original research and write an essay of up 

to 4,000 words. The project offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and acquaint 

students with the kind of independent research and writing skills expected by universities. The IBO 

recommends that a student devote a total of about 40 hours private study and writing time to the essay. It 

may be written in one of 60 subjects, including many languages, though we advise students to write on a 

topic that relates to a course they have studied. The essay permits students to deepen their program of 

study, for example by selecting a topic in one of their higher level courses, or, they might add breadth to 

their academic experience by electing to write in a subject not included at the higher level in their 

program choices.  

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)  

TOK is a required interdisciplinary course intended to stimulate critical reflection upon the knowledge 

and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. TOK challenges students to question the bases of 

knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop a personal mode of thought 

based on analysis of evidence expressed in rational argument. Taught for a minimum of 100 hours during 

the two years, TOK examines various areas of knowledge, truth, logic, value judgments, and the role of 

language and thought in knowledge. The key element in the International Baccalaureate Organization’s 

educational philosophy, TOK seeks to develop a coherent approach to learning which transcends and 

unifies the academic subjects and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives. Assessment of 

student performance is based on written and oral work. The student is required to submit an essay of up to 

1600 words on a prescribed topic, which is externally assessed.  

  

Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS)  

CAS is a fundamental part of the Diploma Program curriculum. The CAS requirement takes seriously the 

importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a counterbalance to the academic demands 

of the IB program. Over the two years (junior and senior years) students are to complete extracurricular 

activities evenly distributed among the components of creativity, activity, and service. The emphasis is on 

the commitment of the experiences and the attainment of seven learner outcomes, as evidenced by the 

CAS blog created by students. The IB coordinator and the CAS coordinator will determine whether or not 

a student has successfully fulfilled his or her CAS requirements.   
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Course Progressions-HPC Pre-IB and Diploma Programme  

  

The below sample schedule of the HPC pre-IB course of study is not a prescriptive course of study, 

though there are some requirements as indicated by an asterisk. Individual courses of study will be 

created with the assistance of the IB coordinator.  

Ninth Grade Year  

1 Honors English 1*  

2 Math: Honors Math II, Honors Math III  

3 Honors American History: Founding Principles of Civics and Economics*  

4 Honors Biology*  

5 World Language: French, Japanese, Spanish, Latin (levels I and II)  

6 Health and PE*  

7 AP or CTE elective  

8 Elective  

Tenth Grade Year  

1 Honors English II*  

2 Math: Honors Math III or Honors Pre-Calculus  

3 AP World History*  

4 Honors Chemistry*  

5 World Language: French, Japanese, Spanish, Latin (Honors level III)  

6 AP Government or AP Human Geography   

7 Honors Environmental Science*  

8 Elective  

Course Progressions-HPC IB Junior and Senior Years  

Eleventh Grade Year  

1 AP English*  

2 Math: Calculus  

3 AP American History*  

4 World Language: French, Japanese, Spanish, Latin (Honors level IV)  

5 IB Biology, Chemistry, Physics  

6 TOK*  

7 IB Elective (SL)  

8 Elective  

Twelfth Grade Year  

1 IB Language A1 HL*(English)  

2 IB Math Studies or IB Math SL  

3 IB History of the Americas HL*  

4 World Language: French, Japanese, Spanish, Latin (IB SL/HL)  

5 IB Biology, Chemistry, Physics (IB SL/HL)  

6 TOK/CAS/EE Core course  

7 IB Elective (SL)  

8 IB Psychology (HL)  
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Language B: World and Classical Languages  

  

In the spirit of international-mindedness, students in the HPC IB Program will take a world language or 

classical language class during all four years of high school. Please note that below progressions represent 

what students typically take during their four years. Some variations in course progressions may occur 

after consultation with the IB coordinator.  

  

French  

Ninth Grade    French I and French II  

Tenth Grade    Honors French III  

Eleventh Grade    Honors French IV  

Twelfth Grade                IB French HL/SL  

  

Japanese    

Ninth Grade    Japanese I and Japanese II  

Tenth Grade    Honors Japanese III  

Eleventh Grade    Honors Japanese IV  

Twelfth Grade  

  

Spanish  

  IB Japanese HL/SL  

Ninth Grade    Spanish I and Spanish II  

Tenth Grade    Honors Spanish III  

Eleventh Grade    Honors Spanish IV  

Twelfth Grade  

  

Latin  

  IB Spanish HL/SL  

Ninth Grade    Latin I and Latin II  

Tenth Grade    Honors Latin III  

Eleventh Grade    Honors Latin IV  

Twelfth Grade  

  

  

  

  IB Latin HL/SL  
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IB Agreement for HPC Students * 

*Note:  This is in the process of being changed by Guilford County schools. 

 

To remain in High Point Central High School’s IB Program, students must meet the requirements and 

expectations outlines in the Guilford Country Schools and High Point Central High School IB Agreement.  

Freshmen   

• At least 50% of a Freshman Pre-IB student’s course load should be honors level classes, including 

Honors English, Honors Science and Honors Civics and Economics.   Grades will be reviewed 

after each quarter.  

• “D” or “F” on first quarter report card- parental contact, notification letter  

• “D” or “F” on first semester report card- notification letter, parent conference and reassignment 

request letters will be held until third quarter report card  

• A final grade of “F” in any class is a disqualifying condition.   

• Any academic, attendance or behavior problems will be sufficient cause to remove a student from 

the IB Program and to rescind any reassignment that may be granted.   

Students on reassignment for IB for IB who do not meet the requirements will return to their districted 

high school for the following school year.  

Sophomores  

• Pre-IB Sophomores must take at least one Advanced Placement level class and at least two honors 

level classes.  

• Grades will be reviewed after each quarter.  

• “D” or “F” on first quarter report card- parental contact, notification letter  

• “D” or “F” on first semester report card- notification letter, parent conference and reassignment 

request letters will be held until third quarter report card  

• A final grade of “F” in any class is a disqualifying condition.  

• Any academic, attendance or behavior problems will be sufficient cause to remove a student from the 

IB Program and to rescind any reassignment that may be granted.  

Students on reassignment for IB who do not meet the requirements will return to their districted 

high school for the following school year.  

Juniors  

• IB Juniors must select their courses according to the IB Diploma Plan established for them in 

conjunction with their counselor and the IB Coordinator.   Grades will be reviewed after each 

quarter.   

• “D” or “F” on first quarter report card- parental contact, notification letter  

• “D” or “F” on first semester report card- notification letter, parent conference and reassignment 

request letters will be held until third quarter report card  

• A final grade of “F” in any class is a disqualifying condition.  
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• Any academic, attendance or behavior problems will be sufficient cause to remove a student from the 

IB Program and to rescind any reassignment that may be granted.  

• Students must meet all Internal Assignment deadlines set forth by the IB Teachers.  

• Students may begin working toward their Creativity, Activity, and Service component at the 

beginning of the school year and must have completed and documented at least 40 hours by March of 

their Junior year.  

• Students are required to meet the Extended Essay deadlines communicated to them by the IB 

Coordinator. Students must submit a draft of at least 1500 words by the end of the school year.  

 Students must be present for IB Exams during the May examination period.   

Students on reassignment for IB who do not meet the requirements will return to their districted high 

school for the following year.  

Seniors  

• IB Seniors must be select their courses according to the IB Diploma Plan established for them in 

conjunction with their counselor and the IB Coordinator.  

• Grades will be reviewed after each quarter. Notification letters will be sent home when necessary.  

• Any academic, attendance or behavior problems will be sufficient cause to remove a student from the 

IB Program and to rescind any reassignment that may be granted.  

• Students must meet all Internal Assessment deadlines set forth by the IB teachers.  

• Students must have completed Creativity, Activity, and Service by March.  

• Students are required to meet all Extended Essay deadlines according to the timeline provided by the 

IB Coordinator. Students who fail to submit the full draft on the specified September deadline will not 

be registered as the Diploma Candidates.  

• Students must be present for IB Exams during the May examination period.  

   

Shared Responsibilities at High Point Central High School  

Student Responsibilities  

To maintain and support the academic integrity of the school community by:  

• Completing all assigned work, activities, and tests according to the stated policies without 

engaging in cheating, fraud, or plagiarism. Checking all papers carefully for documentation and 

originality of thought.   

• Understanding the school-wide Honor Code and individual teacher assignment guidelines.  

• Clarifying with the instructor any questions about violations of the Honor Code on an assignment.  

• Refraining from giving or receiving any unauthorized assistance on assignments.  

• Signing designated assignments with the statement, “I have completed this assignment with 

honesty and integrity in keeping with the HPC Honor Code,” thereby asserting the integrity of the 
work.     
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Teacher Responsibilities  

To maintain and support the academic integrity of the school community by  

• Developing, modeling, and sustaining ethical practices within the classroom setting.  

• Maintaining the integrity of the testing process through monitoring test taking, changing 

assignments from year to year, developing multiple versions of a test, as well as other methods.  

• Presenting the school-wide Honor Code and explaining individual teacher guidelines, including 

the difference between collaboration and collusion on assignments.   

• Utilizing a variety of resources to check for plagiarism and originality of thought.   

• Reporting any violation of the Honor Code to the IB Coordinator.  

• Devoting time to teach and practice the skill of correctly citing sources.  

Administrator Responsibilities  

To maintain and support the academic integrity of the school community by  

• Making the High Point Central Honor Code available to all students, teachers, and parents.  

• Administering Honor Code violation consequences according to the guidelines, including parent 

conferences.  

• Maintaining records of Honor Code violations. Parent/Guardian Responsibilities  

To maintain and support the academic integrity of the school community by  

• Becoming knowledgeable of the Honor Code expectations.  

• Encouraging their child to maintain high standards with regard to integrity, honesty and personal 

responsibility.  

• Supporting faculty and administration in enforcing the honor code.  

• Attending conferences as requested.  
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High Point Central High School 

Honor Code/ Honor Policy 

The aim of this policy is to delineate the attributes of Principled as defined by the IB Learner Profile as: 

“We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the 

dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 

consequences.” 

 

I. At High Point Central High School, we believe that all students should hold the following 

values: 

 

Honesty: Being free of deceit and untruthfulness (The American Century Dictionary). 

Honesty requires each of us to tell the truth and defend the truth. 

 

Integrity: Doing the right thing when no one else is watching; moral integrity; honesty 

(The American Century Dictionary). 

 

Responsibility: To be accountable to a person or thing for one’s actions and capable of 

rational conduct (The American Century Dictionary). It is the quality of being 

accountable for our actions and accepting the consequences of our actions. 

 

Accountability: Being required to explain one’s conduct (The American Century 

Dictionary). 

 

II. We believe that no student should engage in unacceptable behaviors related to academic 

integrity. 

 

Academic Malpractice: IBO defines academic malpractice as “behavior that results in, 

or may result in, the candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one 

or more assessment component.” (IBO Guide to Academic Honesty, 2007). If a student is 

unclear as to whether or not his or her action(s) are in violation of the Honor Code, then 

it is the student’s responsibility to clarify any ambiguities with the appropriate 

administrator or instructor. Infractions include, but are not limited to: 

 

Cheating: Cheating is gaining an unfair advantage by deceiving or breaking the rules in 

academic, extracurricular, or other school work (The American Century Dictionary). 

 

Examples, but not all-inclusive, would be as follows: 

❖ Copying or allowing someone else to copy information from another person’s work, test, 

homework, computer file, etc. 

❖ Using study aids such as cheat sheets, notes, books, formulas, or information from 

calculators, computers, or cell phones without express permission from the instructor. 
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❖ Using, duplicating, or obtaining prior knowledge of an examination or test. 

❖ Collaboratively working on assignments explicitly stated to be individualized work. 

❖ Aiding and abetting any dishonest act. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is taking and passing off another’s thoughts ideas, or work as 

one’s own (The American Century Dictionary). 

Examples, but not all-inclusive, would be as follows: 

❖ Stealing and passing off words or ideas as one’s own without giving proper citation to 

the original author. 

❖ Copying language or language structure from a book, web site, magazine, or other 

publication for use in research or a report without proper citation. 

❖ “Cutting and Pasting” information from an internet source or other electronic sources. 

❖ Obtaining or purchasing information from individuals or web sites on the internet and 

turning them in as your own work. 

Fabrications, Fraud and Forgery: Fabrication is inventing documents or evidence 

(The American Century Dictionary. Fraud is deliberately deceiving others in order to 

secure unlawful gain. Forgery is signing another person’s name, making false 

statements, or creating false documents. 

❖ Attempting to pass off someone else’s work as your own using imagery, technology, 

purchasing and/or selling an assignment from another person or technological resource. 

❖ Falsifying scientific or other data submitted for academic credit. 

❖ Forgery of signatures or tampering with official records (including hours for community 

service). 

❖ Signing a person’s name, including a parent or guardian, or presenting information 

known to be false. 

❖ Deliberatively giving false information such as name, telephone numbers, or addresses to 

school officials and teachers. 

❖ Attempting to have someone call school pretending to be a parent or guardian. 

❖ Accessing confidential academic or administrative records without authorization.   

Collusion: Collusion is defined as “supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in 

allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another” (IBO). This is 

different from collaboration in that the assessment  

             criteria require each student to produce an authentic and original product. 

 

Duplication of Work: This is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 

assessment composed and/or diploma requirements” (IBO). 

 

III. IB Program Responsibilities           

❖ Provide copy of the Honor Code to each student and provide (one time) a copy of General 

regulations: Diploma Programme for student and their legal guardians (IBO, 2007) 
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❖ Encourage academic integrity and honesty by providing a location for student signatures 

indicating the decision to abide by the Honor Code. 

❖ Keep on file the student signatures agreeing to adhere to the Honor Code. 

 

IV. Teacher Responsibilities 

❖ Clearly outline and define unacceptable academic behaviors within the first ten academic 

days of the course. 

❖ Address the difference between collaboration and collusion and state the degree to which 

students may collaborate on the completion of assignments. 

❖ Clearly define the responsibilities of each group member on any collaborative projects or 

assignments. 

❖ Address the use of study aids (Spark Notes, paper copies or bought from the Internet) in 

course work. 

❖ Abide by the honor code—upholding its standards for each student. 

❖ Address violations of the honor code through one of its listed consequences 

❖ To make use of Turnitin.com for any assignment that is internal or external.  

❖ Teach and set clear expectation for assignments and provide guidance on correctly citing 

sources. 

❖ Design assignments that do not lend themselves to academic misconduct. 

❖ Clear performance of conduct in all forms of assessment related to the IB program 

 

 

V. Student Responsibilities 

❖ It is the student’s responsibility to hand-write and sign the following statement on all 

academic work: “I have completed this assignment with honesty and integrity, in 

keeping with the High Point Central Honor Code.” 

o Sign/ Initial all assessments stating you will adhere to the Honor Code. 

❖ Students are required to comply with all internal deadlines of the school: this is to allow time 

for revision of any work that is of doubtful authorship before submission of the final version. 

❖ Understand that once a final version has been submitted for external or internal assessment 

with a signed coversheet, it cannot be retracted. 

❖ Understand that the ultimate responsibility for malpractice lies with the student; misconduct 

on the part of others is not a defense. Always ask for advice if there is a doubt (IBO 

Academic Honesty 5) 

❖ Reference MLA Handbook 8th edition in citing all sources. 

 

VI. Parent Responsibilities 

❖ Parents are asked to assist in the educational process by discussing with their child the 

importance of academic integrity and the adherence to the Honor Code. 
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VII. Procedures: Procedures are in keeping with the GCS policy. 

❖ Refer to the Guilford County Student Handbook page 23 for 2018-2019 which states: 

o Rule 3. Cheating—Students shall not engage in any act of deception or falsification 

of work product. This includes cheating by receiving any unauthorized aid or 

assistance or the actual giving or receiving of unfair advantage on any form of 

academic work, plagiarism by copying the language structure, idea and/or thought of 

another and representing it as one’s own work, and a verbal or written statement of 

untruth. 

 

VIII. Sanctions: The stated IB policy is in keeping with the GCS policy. 

❖ Referring again to the Guildford County Student Handbook page 23 for the 2018-2019 

school year: 

o In High School: “In-school disciplinary action up to 3 days OSS. Zero on assignment. 

May be allowed opportunity to redo assignment.” 

 

Academic Honesty Sanctions  

Academic honesty is a set of values and skills that promote personal integrity and good practice in 

teaching, learning, and assessment.  It is influenced and shaped by a variety of factors including peer 

pressure, culture, parental expectations, role modeling, and taught skills. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, collusion, and cheating on 

examinations. 

Students must appreciate the merits of academic honesty, but there must be no uncertainty over the 

consequences of acting in a dishonest manner or failing to observe the standard academic practice of 

acknowledging the work of another person.  To do so would be a breach of the general regulations and 

would constitute malpractice. 

The purpose of sanctions is to ensure that one candidate does not gain unfair advantage; to maintain the 

integrity of the program; and to deter other students from taking the same action (IBO Academic 

Honesty 2007). 

Grade 

Level 
First Offense Second Offense 

Third Offense 

9th/10th 

Warning 
Conference and signing 

of individual contract 

Ineligible to continue in 

the IB Program 

Sanctions include: 

• Verbal Warning 

• Parent Conference 

• Zero on Assignment with 

opportunity to “redo” 

with second grade 

averaged with the zero 

• Conference with 

Coordinator 

Sanctions include: 

• Parent Conference 

• Referral to 

Administration and 

Contract signed 

• Zero on Assignment 

• Signing a probation 

contract stating that if a 

third offense occurs 

student will be ineligible 

Student is ineligible to 

continue in the IB 

Program as well as ALL 

of the following 

consequences: 

• Zero on assignment 

• Parent Exit Conference 
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to continue in the 

program 

• Conference with 

Coordinator 

*11th/12th  

Various 
Various Various 

 

Sanctions include all the 

above listed for 9-10, 

except if the violation 

occurs on a signed 

internal or external 

assessment then the 

Coordinator must notify 

IBO and no grade will 

be awarded if the 

candidate is found guilty 

(IBO Academic 14) 

Sanctions include all the 

above listed for 9-10, 

except if the violation 

occurs on a signed 

internal or external 

assessment then the 

Coordinator must notify 

IBO and no grade will 

be awarded if the 

candidate is found guilty 

(IBO Academic 14) 

Sanctions include all the 

above listed and in 

addition if the violation 

occurs on a signed 

internal or external 

assessment then the 

Coordinator must notify 

IBO and no grade will 

be awarded if the 

candidate is found guilty 

(IBO Academic 14) 

*Offenses are carried over from 9th/10th to 11th/12th grades 

 

High Point Central High School Honor Code Understanding Agreement 

 

I. At High Point Central High School we believe that all students should hold the following 

values 

❖ Honesty 

❖ Integrity 

❖ Responsibility 

❖ Accountability 

 

II. We believe that no student should engage in unacceptable behaviors related to academic 

integrity. 

❖ Academic Malpractice 

❖ Cheating 

❖ Plagiarism 

❖ Fabrication, fraud, and forgery 

❖ Collusion 

❖ Duplication of Work 

III. IB Program Responsibilities           

❖ Provide copy of the Honor Code to each student and provide (one time) a copy of General 

regulations: Diploma Programme for student and their legal guardians (IBO, 2007) 

❖ Encourage academic integrity and honesty by providing a location for student signatures 

indicating the decision to abide by the Honor Code. 

❖ Keep on file the student signatures agreeing to adhere to the Honor Code. 
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IV. Teacher Responsibilities 

❖ Clearly outline and define unacceptable academic behaviors within the first then academic 

days of the course. 

❖ Address the difference between collaboration and collusion and state the degree to which 

students may collaborate on the completion of assignments. Define responsibilities of each 

group member. 

❖ Address the use of study aids (Spark Notes, paper copies or bought from the Internet) in 

course work. 

❖ Make use of Turnitin.com for any assignment that is an internal or external assessment. 

❖ Devote time to teach and practice the skills of correctly citing sources until mastered by 

student. 

❖ Design assignments that do not lend themselves to academic misconduct. 

❖ Be a role model—make sure all shared materials (handouts, presentations, etc.) are correctly 

referenced. 

 

V. Student Responsibilities 

❖ It is the student’s responsibility to hand-write and sign the following statement on all 

academic work: “I have completed this assignment with honesty and integrity, in 

keeping with the High Point Central Honor Code.” 

❖ Students are required to comply with all internal deadlines of the school: this is to allow time 

for revision of any work that is of doubtful authorship before submission of the final version. 

❖ Understand that once a final version has been submitted for external or internal assessment 

with a signed coversheet, it cannot be retracted. 

❖ Understand that the ultimate responsibility for malpractice lies with the student; 

misconduct on the part of others is not a defense. Always ask for advice if there is a doubt 

(IBO Academic Honesty 5). 

 

VI. Parent Responsibilities 

❖ Parents are asked to assist in the educational process by discussing with their child the 

importance of academic integrity and the adherence to the Honor Code. 
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High Point Central High School  

Honor Code 

Pledge 
  

Student 

High Point Central High School supports academic and person integrity by upholding and honoring the 

values of honesty, integrity, and responsibility. 

 

I have received a copy of the International Baccalaureate General regulations: Diploma Programme 

and the High Point Central High School Honor Code and I am aware of my responsibility to discuss any 

ambiguities with my teachers, the IB Coordinator, or administrators. This is my agreement and pledge 

to abide by and uphold the HPC Honor Code. 

 

Name (print): _________________________________________________________________    

Grade:______________________ 

 

Signature_____________________________________________________________________    

Date:_______________________ 

 

This agreement indicates that the student understands the HPC Honor Code as the accepted standard for 

all work in the International Baccalaureate Programme, including the principles of academic integrity 

regarding academic malpractice, cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, and fraud.  This signature also 

indicated that the student understands the consequences for not abiding by these principles. 

 

 

Parent 
Name (print):_________________________________________________________________              

Grade of Student(s):_________________ 

 

Signature:____________________________________________________________________             

Date:__________________ 

 

The signature above indicates that the individual understands the HPC Honor Code as the 

accepted standard for all academic work related the HPC International Baccalaureate 

Programme, including the principles of academic integrity with regards to academic malpractice, 

cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, fraud, and forgery. 

 

 

 

Excerpted and adapted with permission from Dr. Wendy Pfeiffer-Quail and from IBO publication 

Academic Honesty, 2007. 
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Assessment Policy  

I. Purpose & Philosophy of Assessment 
 

Assessments, both formative and summative, must be integral components of each class taught at High 

Point Central High School. Teachers should strive to hold all students to a high level of expectation and 

monitor progress through a variety of assessment strategies. These strategies should help cultivate a 

beneficial learning environment that emphasizes improvement as well as performance. Teachers are free 

to structure formative assessments to best match their teaching style and students’ needs. Summative 

assessments are given throughout each course to monitor cumulative progress. These assessments should 

be created to model final examinations appropriate to the level of course (college preparatory, honors, 

Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate). Teachers should use feedback from all assessments to 

drive instruction and tutoring sessions. 

Teachers at High Point Central put extensive time and effort into creating a variety of high- quality 

assessments because we believe that “[high-quality assessments] will lead to better information and 

decision making about students” (McMillian, p73). Professional Learning Communities provide a forum 

for teacher to meet regularly in order to ensure that our assessments stimulate and encourage the desired 

teaching and thus lead to better information and decision making about students. High Point Central also 

understands that “the quality of your assessments will follow from the depth of your understanding of 

what you teach. The more you understand, the better the assessments” (McMillan, p43). Therefore, 

professional development is provided, and professional learning communities work together regularly to 

enhance the depth of each teacher’s understanding and ability to communicate topic and facility student 

learning. 

We recognize that both summative and formative assessments are fundamental components and are 

necessary to inform instruction and draw conclusions regarding student understanding. 

Formative assessments, which allow us to monitor student learning and adjust our teaching as needed, 

take many forms. For example, by asking meta cognitive extension questions, such as in a science class 

“during the heat of fusion lab, how did you decide on any extensions or other hypotheses that you wanted 

to test?” or “How have you integrated this information into decisions made in your daily life?” a teacher 

can investigate the student’s thought process such that learning can continually be monitored. 

Not only is the professional development at HPC aimed at helping teachers enhance their content 

knowledge, but as a faculty we have undergone a book study regarding formative assessment. 

The text Embedded Formative Assessment by Dylan William challenges each teacher to implement and 

integrate formative assessment into each class in order to increase teacher quality and consequently 

student learning. Through formative assessments feedback is provided to students such that they can grow 

from novice to mastery of the subject. 

The teachers at High Point Central also work with some of the grading philosophies presented in 

Formative Assessment and Standards-Based Grading by Robert Marzano. This text presents the 

ideas of self-referenced and standards-based grading which allows students to see their growth in 
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relation to their own past performance as well as within each subject area (Marzano, p17-18). 

Through these practices, students are given the opportunity to see themselves become successful 

as well as master content. 

II. Assessment & Teaching Standards 
 

a. General High Point Central Grading Policies and Procedures 
 

Students during their ninth, tenth and eleventh grade years participate in North Carolina state-

mandated summative assessments upon completion of most core classes (English, History, Math, 

and Science). These assessments measure a student’s knowledge on each subject as it relates to the 

North Carolina Standard Course of Study. Courses that do not have state written exams are assessed 

through teacher created examinations or projects that align with the given state curriculum. 

In order to fully prepare students for students for both state assessments and IB assessments, all 

teachers are required to adhere to the appropriate standards. All non-IB courses must adhere to the 

North Carolina Standard Course of Study, dependent on the nature of the course. All IB specific 

courses follow the curriculum laid out by the IB program, including scoring rubrics and any 

supplemental text. Teachers may also utilize the MyIB in order to collaborate with teachers around 

the world from within their specific content on both standards and grading concepts. Teachers also 

attend professional development opportunities to educate themselves on teaching and grading 

effectively on all class levels (CP, Honors, AP, IB) and through all relevant standards. By following 

these criteria, students are able to develop cross-curricular thinking skills which benefit students in 

both state given and IB summative assessments as well as in all teacher given assignments. 

 

Grading Schedules & Communication: 
 

Students will receive report cards at the end of each 9 week grading period. All teachers will also send 

out interim progress reports between the 4-5 week period. 

Teachers regularly update grades and can be viewed by parents and students on the virtual 

Powerschool Portal: https://gcsnc.powerschool.com/public/home.html . Students and parents can view 

grades on assignments as well as break downs of performance by category in each class. Through the 

use of both paper reports and the online portal, students and parents may communicate with the 

teacher any points of concern they may have. 

The Grading Scale, as set by Guilford County Schools, is as follows: 

A = 90 -100 B = 80 – 89 C = 70 – 79 D = 60 – 69 F = 59 and BELOW 
 

 

  

https://gcsnc.powerschool.com/public/home.html
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Guilford County Schools Grade Point Average Policy: 
 
 

Letter Grade / 
Quality Points 

Standard 
Course 

Honors 
Course 

AP/IB 
Course 

A 4 4.5 5 

B 3 3.5 4 

C 2 2.5 3 

D 1 1.5 2 

F 0 0 0 

 

b. High Point Central International Baccalaureate Grading Policies and Procedures 

 

1. Teaching Standards 
 

The IB program’s philosophy is infused throughout all subject areas using the following school 

wide objectives in order to adhere to the IB Learner Profile: 

1. Teachers will present curriculum to students through experimental, inquiry-based, 

interdisciplinary lessons. 

2. Students will be required to think and reason at high levels and to ask and answer 

analytical questions. 

3. Students will develop advanced research skills. 
 

4. Students will master written and verbal communication of ideas. 

 

5. Faculty and staff will stress the social, physical and cognitive well-being of each student to 

prepare them for involvement in community and extra-curricular activities. 

6. Students will recognize the roles and responsibilities of being members of the 

international community. 

7. Students and teachers will integrate cutting-edge technology into their work products. 

8. Teachers will use various methods to provide students with accurate and prompt feedback about their 

current levels of achievement and ways they can improve 

In order to prepare students for the IB courses requirements (Internal assessments, external 

assessments, and subject exams) High Point Central refers to the Diploma Programme 

Assessment: Principles and Practice handbook qualifications below:  

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Assessments: 
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According to the IB Diploma Programme Assessment: Principles and practice, assessment for the 

DP is high stakes, criterion-related performance assessment . . . based on the following aims: 

1. DP assessment should support the curricular and philosophical goals of the programme, 

through the encouragement of good classroom practice and appropriate students learning. 

2. The published results of DP assessment must have sufficiently high level of reliability, 

appropriate to a high stakes university entrance qualification. 

3. DP assessment must reflect the international-mindedness of the programme wherever 

possible, must avoid cultural bias, and must make appropriate allowances for students 

working in their second language. 

4. DP assessment must pay attention to the higher order cognitive-skills (synthesis, reflection, 

evaluation, critical thinking) as well as the more fundamental cognitive skills (knowledge, 

understanding, and application). 

5. Assessment for each subject must include a suitable range of tasks and 

instruments/components that ensure all objectives for the subject assessed. 

6. The principal means for assessing student achievement and determining subject grades 

should be the professional judgment of experienced senior examiners, supported by 

statistical information. 

Teachers will utilize rubrics and mark schemes that reflect those used by both the state of North 

Carolina and the IB program in order to best prepare students for said assessments. Teachers at 

High Point Central are, however, given the flexibility to utilize particular portions of mark 

schemes and rubrics throughout the year in order to foster skills in students over time. Teachers 

may also utilize a graduated grading percentage in order to replicate mastery of skills over the 

course of the school year. In order to best show growth and equity to students all teachers within 

the High Point Central IB Programme will tell students what skills and content that they will be 

marking from and then use those criteria in grading. However the student scores on the rubric will 

then be converted to the 100 point scale based off of the weight assigned to each skill or content 

area. 

For example, a student in IB Biology may be asked to present the specific ideas of evolution in a 

free response format with a total of 5 available points on the rubric. The teacher should then grade 

the response based off of both the information and the format of the response. In using the 

graduated grade scale, if the student receives all 5 point laid out in the first quarter, the points 

received may be converted to 20% of the assessment points. However, by third quarter, the 

student should be building on other content and refining response skills so the the 5 points 

received may be converted to 35% of the assessment points. The teacher will communicate any 

shifts in the grade conversion and application to the 100 point scale to the students and parents 

regularly. 

By utilizing these alternative assessment methods High Point Central teachers are able to grow 

students potential as well as provide for an equitable learning environment for students as they are 

introduced to new materials and criteria. 
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Teachers in each subject will also allow students to become, to a degree, self-assessors by 

providing clear rubrics and teaching students how to mark, grade, and identify their own skills in 

assessment. Teachers within each subject matter are expected to model expectations not only for 

individual assignments but as holistic subject experts. For example, History teachers should allow 

students to investigate and assess historical documents and multiple sources in order to allow 

students to cultivate critical thinking skills as well as life-long problem solving skills rather than 

asking students to simply regurgitate facts and statistics. Teachers should utilize formative 

assessments to scaffold questioning and assignments in order to prepare students for the IB 

diploma requirements ( IA, EA, and Papers). 

The following are the outlines for the IB specific assessments: 
 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Internal Assessments: 
 

Internal assessments may be either written or oral assessments for a specific course. Assessments 

are then graded by the content specific teacher utilizing the rubrics laid out by the IB. One of the 

benefits for the IA is that students are able to demonstrate their understanding and have flexibility 

to present information in a manner that shows personal growth, which is a way of allowing for 

student-generated assessment (Marzano, p22). 

Examples of these assessments include, but are not limited to: oral examinations in English 

and World Language courses, or lab experiments in Science. 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme External Assessments: 

Although the format of the external assessments is very similar to that of the internal assessments, 

these are graded by IB examiners. This being said, these assessments are graded using similar 

criteria but and are written assessments. Examples of these assessments include, but are not limited 

to Theory of Knowledge essays and World Language/Literature Essays. 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Examinations: 
 

In adherence to the IB conditions of examinations, these exams take place in May of each school 

year. These examinations include a variety of writings, problem solving, and multiple choice 

problems. Students may only take these examinations if they have completed the internal and 

external assessments that were previously mentioned. These examinations are mailed to the IB and 

graded externally. These examination grades, in conjunction with the internal and external grades, 

create the final subject grades for Diploma candidates. 

High Point Central utilizes the following grade scale for classes within the Diploma 

Programme: 

7 – Excellent 6 – Very Good 5 – Good 4- Satisfactory 3-Mediocre 2 –Poor 1-Very Poor 
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The following grade scale is utilized for the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge Course: 

A – Excellent B – Good C – Satisfactory D – Mediocre E – Failure N – No Grade 
 

Utilizing such strategies allow students to examine and explore various topics, perspectives, and 

topics which is key to providing equity in our IB classrooms. In addition to using exploratory 

methods for research and argument, emphasis is placed on writing in all subjects and levels of 

class at High Point Central. Teachers work in Professional Teams in order to ensure that standards 

and assessments not only adhere to state curricular requirements but also to enhance cognitive 

thinking and scaffolding. 

2. Grading Schedules and Communication 
 

The High Point Central IB Staff recognize the demands of the IB Programme and thus, in addition 

to adhering to all of the standard High Point Central and Guilford County grading criteria, 

additional policies have been implemented in order to meet these needs. All teachers within the IB 

programme utilize an assessment calendar in order to help balance student workload. There may 

only be major 2 assessments a day from shared teachers within the IB programme. Students and 

parents are made aware of the assessments at least 2 weeks in advance via email from the IB 

coordinator.   

 
 

III. Homework Policy 
 

Homework should be an integral part of the IB process and should incorporate/mirror many of the skills 

required for the IB curriculum of each standard of study. Document and source inquiries should be 

incorporated with gradual guidance provided on each aspect of the writing rubric to ensure a natural 

progression to meet the standards for the internal assessment. 

Homework that mirrors each phase of the documents to ensure a better understanding of the material 

should be assigned on a weekly basis with emphasis geared toward the students needing additional 

assistance. Classroom assignments where students could work as a group incorporating strategies and 

methods to ensure an understanding of all aspects of the curriculum will be utilized. Students can work 

together then present their conclusions to the class and work toward achieving a standard method to 

ensure success. Homework is a vital link to classroom instruction in preparation for the assessment exams 

at the end of the year. 

References: 
 

Guilford County Schools. Student Handbook 2018-2019. Greensboro, North Carolina: Guilford County 

Schools, 2018. 

Marzano, Robert. Formative Assessment & Standards-Based Grading. Bloomington, IN : Marzano 

Research Laboratory, 2010. Print. 

McMillan, James. Classroom Assessment: Principles and Practice for Effective Instruction. 2nd. Boston: 
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Allyn & Bacon, 2001. Print. 

William, D. Embedded Formative Assessment. Bloomington: Solution Tree, 2011. Print. 

* This policy is to be considered a working document that will be reviewed and implemented annually 

by IB teachers and the IB Coordinator  

  

 

High Point Central High School 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Language Policy 

 

Introduction 

International Baccalaureate (IB) World Schools are required to have a written language policy. This 

document outlines the policies and practices adopted by High Point Central High School to facilitate the 

teaching and learning of language. This includes both the language of instruction and second-language 

acquisition. The policies in this document attempt to align our philosophies and practices of language 

instruction and learning with the needs of our diverse student population. Additionally, it is designed to 

serve as a guideline for our entire school community. 

 

Mission 

High Point Central High School strives to develop specific goals and high academic standards using 

communication and commitment within a shared learning environment. We are a dynamic school that 

promotes academic achievement, high expectations, respect, unity, and safety.  

 

Philosophy 

Successful communication is absolutely essential to our mission and our vision, and language is the 

cornerstone of communication. We recognize that language skills are critical to student success in every 

academic pursuit, and because of this dependence, all teachers are responsible for improving and 

facilitating students’ language proficiency. Additionally, we recognize the role that language plays in 

forming an individual’s cultural identity. We hold that development of the mother tongue and second 

language acquisition promote an atmosphere of internationalism and inclusion which reflects the ethnic 

and cultural diversity of our student body. We also believe that all students, regardless of mother 

tongue, socio-economic status, or any other characteristic should have access to challenging curricula, 

including the Diploma Programme. In everything we do at HPC, we strive to provide our students with 

the skills they will need to succeed and lead in the 21st century, and we recognize that the single most 

important tool for all students will continue to be language proficiency. We believe that our students 

must necessarily become life-long learners as our global world changes more rapidly than ever, and that 

language proficiency is the tool which will allow our students to communicate, learn, and flourish. No 

students with poor language skills will ever be able to perform at their highest level, and we recognize 

that all teachers, in all academic areas at our school, share the responsibility for developing this 
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proficiency. Although we are specialists in our specific content areas, our philosophy requires that all 

teachers support the acquisition and development of English (our language of instruction). 

 

In the development of this document, we have come to realize that although we hold this belief as a 

collective unit, we must do more to formalize this belief in our approach to everyday instruction. We 

must implement more school-wide, cross-curricular programs to insure that this philosophical 

underpinning is more than a forgotten stipulation of intent. We must insure that every day, and in every 

classroom, all teachers are actively involved in language development. Our group of IB Programme 

instructors will be responsible for developing a complete action plan to rectify this deficiency. Initially, 

we are planning to implement vocabulary-specific programs for all teachers in all classrooms, including 

vocabulary-based learning objectives and word walls. Additionally, we are working with our 

administrative team to implement professional development training in Sheltered Instruction 

Observation Protocol instruction as a way to improve our offerings to English Language Learners, and a 

reinforcement to all teachers that language objectives must be included in the daily instructional plan. 

As a school, our growth in proficiency levels for all students in math, science, and English tests proves 

that we are working diligently to develop language proficiency in our individual areas. However, we 

feel that as we develop a more unified, cross-curricular approach, we will better serve all students, and 

we anticipate that our proficiency scores will continue to rise.  We resolve to revisit this document 

annually and use it as a guiding statement. We will review the document annually, in May/June to 

identify areas of improvement and progress towards our goals so we may continue to improve our 

language programs.  

 

Language Profile 

HPC students’ families originate from all over the globe and consequently, our students speak many 

different languages when they are at home. In addition to English, our students speak these languages at 

home: 

 

Spanish 

Karen 

Nepali 

Arabic/Egyptian/Lebanese/Syrian 

Lingala 

Afghani/Western Pashto 

Jarai 

Hindi/Indian/Urdu 

Punjabi/Panjabi 

French 

Vietnamese 

Urdu 

Chin 

Burmese 
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Amharic/Ethiopian 

Cambodian/Khmer 

Liberian English 

HPC currently has two full time ELL teachers on staff. They provide support to English Language 

Learners, and to the teachers who serve those students. 

 

Language of Instruction 

At High Point Central, the language of instruction is English, except in Group 2 World Language 

classes. All students complete four years of English language study, as required by the North Carolina 

Department of Public Instruction. At the end of their first year, students must demonstrate proficiency 

on the North Carolina End of Course Assessment for English I. Second, third, and fourth year students 

are required to take North Carolina Final Exams at the conclusion of each year’s instruction. These 

NCFE exams are aligned to standards and intend to measure student proficiency in English.  

Additionally, all third year students must also take the ACT College Entrance Exam, which includes 

assessment of language skills. As the state of North Carolina continues to implement new assessment 

standards, we anticipate a strong focus on English proficiency, and we recognize that English 

proficiency will play a critical role in developing the skills necessary to do well on math, science and 

other assessments. 

 

Mother Tongue Support 

Budgetary realities limit the possibilities for us to support completely the development and maintenance 

of such a diverse group of mother tongues as detailed above. Principally, we rely on individual teachers 

to engage students concerning their diverse languages, and to share parts of their linguistic and cultural 

heritage. School-wide, we have a growing section of our media collection in other languages. Students 

do borrow and use these materials regularly.  We have developed a multi-cultural fair to showcase our 

diversity, and language is one of the key elements of focus. We do also communicate with families and 

parents in Spanish, and through our district, can schedule interpreters when necessary. We will need to 

continue to develop ways to support the maintenance and development of mother tongues. 

 

 

Group One: Language A 

High Point Central offers Language A (SL   HL?) in English with a curriculum that follows the 

requirements set forth in the Language A: Literature Subject Guide. 

 

Group Two Language B 

High Point Central offers five World Languages to students: Spanish, Latin, French, Chinese, and 

Japonese. Of these, three are available to students in the IB Diploma Programme: Spanish, Latin, and 

French. Students arrive at High Point Central with diverse experiences with World Languages in 

elementary and middle school, and generally choose between continuing with Spanish (as do most of 

our students) or beginning the study French or Latin.  
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IB Diploma Programme students at HPC follow one of the paths below. 

 

9th Grade   10th Grade      11th Grade 12th Grade 

Spanish I & Spanish II  Spanish III   Spanish B SL 

 

Latin I & Latin II   Latin III    Latin B SL 

 

French I & French II  French III   French B SL 

 

At this time, we do not have Ab Initio courses on offer.  

 

Currently, we do not have a specific structure in place to ensure that all HL Language B students receive 

adequate hours to differentiate their program from that of SL students.  The burden of insuring enough 

instructional hours rests with individual teachers and students. Rectifying this deficiency will require 

working with the curriculum specialists from our school district office to implement a new course and 

new path which will allow students the time to truly reach HL. 

 

Most HPC students do study a second language, whether inside the Diploma Programme, or as a part of 

their traditional high school curriculum. We are proud to offer a choice of five languages and believe 

this set of offerings allows students to pursue their individual interests. We believe this level of choice 

represents a commitment on our part to cultural diversity and a recognition of the global nature of our 

student population. We firmly hold that second language acquisition is an important facet of our 

program for all students, and that the critical thinking skills, the cultural awareness, and the overall 

linguistic awareness that these classes promote are essential to our mission.  

 

Parental Involvement 

As students come into the IB Diploma Programme here at HPC, the parents are involved in choosing the 

track their students will follow and included in this is the choice of language B. Throughout the four 

years of study, we maintain communication with the parents via face to face meetings, open house 

meetings, newsletters, emails, and phone calls.  This contact allows us to apprise parents of progress 

and problems as they occur throughout the Programme. 

 

English Language Learners 

High Point Central strives to develop a high level of English proficiency for all of our students. For 

English Language Learners, we offer a set of services designed to assist them in their developing 

proficiency.  

 

When a student arrives in our district with little or no English proficiency, he/she is assigned initially to 

the Newcomers School.  This school is designed to help students clear the first cultural and linguistic 

hurdles they face when suddenly immersed in an English speaking and writing school.  The students are 
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only released to enter HPC once they have developed and demonstrated sufficient proficiency to allow 

them to navigate the school day and their classes successfully. 

 

Once ELL students are on our campus (and these students account for approximately 13% of our 

population), our ELL teachers offer four different levels of support to insure their continued 

development. Annually, these students are assessed for language proficiency to ensure that they receive 

the most appropriate level of services.  

 

Supporting ELLs is a school district priority, consequently many of our resources originate there. One 

of the most useful resources is a bank of community-based interpreters available to teachers and staff 

for communicating with parents in their mother languages. 

 

Assistive Programs offered to ELLs 

2 ELL teachers 

Printed materials available in English and Spanish 

4 levels of ELL support/instruction 

District-level outreach programs to Hispanic parents/community 

Multi-Cultural Club 

Interpreters available via district World Languages Department as needed 

District-level communications in English and Spanish 

Books in mother tongue available in Media Center 

Dictionaries (English to mother tongue) 
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Special Needs Policy 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

 High Point Central High School 

 

Introduction: 

 

The International Baccalaureate Programme at High Point Central High School strives to offer an inclusive 

school environment for all students, regardless of race, sex, gender or exceptionality.  Education for all is a 

human right.  All learners are valued and respected as members of our community.  Teachers and students in 

our IB community celebrate the diversity and differences within our school.  A team of educators, learning 

support professionals, parents and students work to identify and remove barriers to increase access and 

engagement in learning for the broadest possible range of students.   High Point Central recognizes that we live 

in a diverse and changing community and shall review our inclusion policy each year so that we may continue 

to support all students as they work to reach their full potential.   

 

Multilingualism is rich and valued resource. For students who require accommodations due to their status as an 

English as a Second Language student, they will receive support as outlined in our High Point Central High 

School IB Language Policy.  

 

The Law Protects Students with Disabilities 

 

As a public school in North Carolina, High Point Central must meet many specific conditions in providing 

educational services to students with disabilities. U.S. Congress prohibited discrimination against persons 

with disabilities in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  The Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Improvement Act (IDEA) also prohibits discrimination based on disability and protects the rights 

of individuals with special needs. 

 

Policy and Intervention Supports: 

 

North Carolina schools are responsible for providing students with disabilities appropriate educational 

services designed to meet the individual needs of such students to the same extent as the needs of students 

without disabilities are met. An appropriate education for a student with a disability under the Section 504 

regulations could consist of education in regular classrooms, education in regular classes with supplementary 

services, and/or special education and related services. (U.S. Department of Education).  In most cases, when 

special needs students enter the IB Diploma Programme, they have already gone through an individualized 

evaluation and planning process that takes their needs into account.  

 

For successful applicants to the HPC IB Diploma Program that do not have existing special needs services, the 

following steps are in place to set up an accommodation plan: 

 

The school identifies and provides appropriate learning support (IB Standard 0202-02). Individualized 

Education Plans (IEPs) are completed for students who qualify for special education services as outlined in 

the IDEA.  The Intervention Support Team (IST) addresses academic and/or behavioral concerns by 

following a process designed to identify essential information and to develop an appropriate intervention 
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plan.  Evidence-based supports and strategies are implemented to facilitate learning and provide an equitable 

environment for education success based on the student’s needs. 

.  

A smaller 504 team of professional support staff, in collaboration with teachers, parents and the student will 

create a plan that modifies the classroom learning environment as well as assessments to have a positive 

impact on student achievement.   

 

Practice in the Classroom 

 

The school provides guidance and support that help students succeed in its IB programme(s) and plan 

for the next stage of their educational and/or career-related experiences. (IB Standard 0202-04) 

The IST assists the classroom teacher in selecting an academic skill or behavior to work on, as well as 

find research-based interventions and supports that will best meet the student’s needs.  An appropriate 

curriculum-based measurement will be applied to monitor how much progress is being made.  Both 

teachers and students use feedback to improve learning, teaching and assessment.  Furthermore, 

inclusive communities are built by creating positive learning environments that promote a sense of 

belonging, safety, self-worth and growth for every student.   

Teachers remove barriers to learning to enable every student to develop, pursue and achieve 

challenging personal learning goals. (IB Standard 0403).   

With effective collaboration between the student, the parents, professional support staff, the IB 

Coordinator, and IB teachers, the most beneficial accommodations and interventions that recognize 

learning diversity will be implemented.  Additionally, students are empowered to exercise their rights 

and accept their responsibilities as they take ownership of their learning. 

Assessments 

IB students with special needs will be considered for appropriate special assessment arrangements that 

are in line with the principles set out in General regulations: Diploma Programme and Candidates with 

special assessment needs. At the beginning of the school year, the student’s EC Case Manager or 504 

Counselor will communicate the Individual Education Plan or 504, including required assessment 

modifications to the IB Coordinator.  The IB Coordinator will make necessary assessment 

accommodations requests to IB during the registration period. The IB Coordinator will notify the 

examinations proctor and all IB teachers working with the student of these accommodations. 

Assessment accommodations must be given during the entire year for both teacher-made and IB 

assessments.  The IB Coordinator needs to have access to the student’s psychological and educational 

assessments with standard scores.  
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Important Dates for the Class of 2019 
IB Component/Event DATE 

EE Topic Selected 26 March 2018 

EE Research Question Category Approved 23 April 2018 

EE Research References Due 30 April 2018 

EE Topic Outline Due 30 May 2018 

Language A: Individual Oral Presentation Completed May 2018 

Language A: External Assessment Completed May 2018 

Group 4 Project Pre-Work Completed May 2018 

TOK IA Presentations Completed May 2018 

Group 4 Projects Completed May 2018 

Student Parent Meeting—Bison Nation Night August 2018 

IB College Planning Night Various Sept. and Oct. 2018 

Visual Arts Comparative Study Rough Draft 29 October 2018 

EE Draft #1 28 September 2018 

Psychology HL IA 28 October –18 November 2018 

EE Draft #2 05 November 2018 

EE Final Draft Due 14 December 2018 

Physics SL IA 12 December – 14 January 

IB Diploma Ceremony for the Class of 2018/Cord for 

seniors 

20 December 2018  

Visual Arts Exhibition Texts Rough Draft 21 December 2018 

Language A: Literature IOC 16-25 January 2019 

Theory of Knowledge Essay January 2019 

History HL IA Due 29 January 2019 

Math Studies SL Data Due 

                               Completed IA 

31 January 2019 

15 March 2019 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

High Point Central High School 

801 Ferndale Boulevard   High Point, NC 27262 

Dr. Shelley Nixon-Green, Head of School 336-819-2825 nixongs@gcsnc.com 

Mrs. Susan Fleenor, Coordinator   336-819-2825  fleenos2@gcsnc.com 

Mrs. Tikela Evans, Counselor    336-819-2825   evanst@gcsnc.com 

 

 

mailto:johnsob7@gcsnc.com
mailto:fleenos2@gcsnc.com
mailto:evanst@gcsnc.com
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Language B –Spanish and French SL and HL Written 

Assignment 

21 or 22 February 2019 

Visual Arts Process Portfolio Screens  28 February 2019 

Language B—Spanish and French SL and HL Accuracy 

Check 

28 February or 1 March 2019 

Visual Arts Final Draft Comparative Study-Process 

Portfolio-Exhibition Texts Due 

1 March 2019 

Language B—Spanish and French SL and HL Final Draft 14 or 15 March 2019 

Math SL IA Due 15 March 2019 

Biology SL IA 11 February -15 March 2019 

French B SL Oral 01 March – 15 March 2019  

Spanish B SL and HL Oral  01 March – 15 March 2019 

Latin SL Oral TBA 

CAS Due 15 May 2019 

IB and AP Exams May 2019 

Graduation 08 June 1pm 2019 

IB Exam Scores July 2019 

 
 

 

 

Important Dates for the Class of 2020 
IB Component/Event DATE 

CAS Begin August 2018 

Student Parent Meeting—Bison Nation Night August 2018 

IB College Planning Night Various September and October 2018 

Visual Arts Comparative Study Rough Draft 31 October 2018 

IB Diploma Ceremony Pins for Juniors 20 December 2018 

Visual Arts Exhibition Text Rough Draft Due 21 December 2019 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

High Point Central High School 

801 Ferndale Boulevard   High Point, NC 27262 

Dr. Shelley Nixon-Green, Head of School 336-819-2825 nixongs@gcsnc.com 

Mrs. Susan Fleenor, Coordinator   336-819-2825  fleenos2@gcsnc.com 

Mrs. Tikela Evans, Counselor    336-819-2825   evanst@gcsnc.com 

 

 

mailto:johnsob7@gcsnc.com
mailto:fleenos2@gcsnc.com
mailto:evanst@gcsnc.com
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Language A Literature IOP December 2018--January 2019 

Psychology SL IA Sample Experiment February 2019 

Visual Arts Process Portfolio Screens 28 February 2019 

EE Topic Selected 26 March 2019 

EE Research Question Category Approved 23 April 2019 

EE Research References Due 30 April 2019 

EE Topic Outline Due 30 May 2019 

Language A: External Assessment Written 

Assignment 

April-May 2019 

Group 4 Project Pre-Work May 2018 

TOK IA Presentations May 2018 

Group 4 Projects May 2019 

Theory of Knowledge Essay Presentations May 2019 

Latin SL Oral TBA 

IB and AP Exams May 2019 

IB Exam Scores July 2019 

 

 
  

Group 4 Project (Natural Science Requirement)  

  

The Group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from different Group 4 subjects 

within a school work together. It allows for concepts and perceptions from across disciplines to 

be shared while appreciating the environmental, social and ethical implications of science and 

technology. It can be practically or theoretically based and aims to develop an understanding of 

the relationships between scientific disciplines and their influence on other areas.  The emphasis 

is on interdisciplinary cooperation and the scientific processes.  

  

At HPC High School, students will be placed into groups that will allow for students from 

multiple IB science classes in each group. Students will complete the project in three phases:  

• Planning (2 hours)  

• Action (6 hours)  

• Evaluation (2 hours)  

Each student must have 10 documented hours in order to earn the full score on the IA form.  

Work on the Group 4 Project will occur during class and outside of class.  
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IB Core Requirements 
 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) Assessment  

Students will write an essay of up to 1600 words on a prescribed topic during their senior year. 

Students will select an essay topic from six prescribed titles.  The essay will be externally 

assessed.  

  

Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS) Assessment  

Each candidate must meet the CAS requirement in addition to the other mandatory components 

for the award of the IB Diploma. Through a series of blog posts (self-evaluation, experience 

posts, and reflection posts) and one-on-one meetings with the CAS coordinator, students will 

demonstrate quality, balanced content, and commitment in order to meet the CAS requirement.  

  

The three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven within particular activities, are 

characterized as follows:  

  

• Creativity: arts and other experiences that involve creative thinking  

• Activity: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic 

work elsewhere in the Diploma Programme.  

• Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. The 

rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected.  

  

Successful completion of CAS is a requirement for the award of the IB Diploma.  CAS is not 

formally assessed but students need to document their activities and provide evidence that they 

have achieved seven key learning outcomes. HPC High School will confirm that all diploma 

candidates have satisfactorily completed the CAS requirement. Failure to meet the requirements 

will result in no IB Diploma being awarded. A school’s CAS program is regularly monitored by 

the IBO and students should put forth their best effort.  

  

In order for an activity to be considered CAS-worthy, it must involve learning and it must 

include ALL FOUR of these criteria:  

  

• Real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes  

• Personal challenge – tasks must extend the student and be achievable in scope  

• Thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting  

• Reflection on outcomes and personal learning  

  

All proposed CAS activities need to meet these four criteria.  It is also essential that they do not 

replicate other parts of the student’s Diploma Program work. Concurrency of learning is 
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important at the Diploma Program. Therefore, CAS activities should continue on a regular basis 

for as long as possible throughout the program, and certainly for at least 18 months.  

  

CAS Requirements and Guidelines  

  

Requirements:  

• Starts the summer before junior year  

• Consistent focus that can show personal growth and reflection  

• A reasonable balance of creativity, activity, and service  

• Student to complete a CAS portfolio (reflective blogging and evidence of personal 

engagement)  

• Includes a project of at least one month’s duration that shows initiative, perseverance, 

and collaboration  

• Student will engage in three formal, documented interview with the CAS coordinator or 

an advisor concerning progress  

  

  

Guidelines:  

What Does Not Count as CAS?  

• Anything that is part of the IB Diploma Programme coursework  

• Any activity with monetary compensation  

• Passive pursuits (visiting a museum, watching a movie, observing a sport event)  

• Duties and chores within a family  

• Religious proselytizing (religious-sponsored community service does count)  

  

CAS Learning Outcomes  

  

The CAS portfolio must address how the activities connect to both the IB Learner Profile and the 

CAS Learning Outcomes:  

• Identify strengths and areas of growth  

• Demonstrate challenges have been undertaken and new skills  

• Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience  

• Show commitment and perseverance  

• Demonstrate skills and recognize benefits of working collaboratively  

• Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance  

• Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions  

  

HPC High School CAS Timeline: The CAS coordinator will supply a calendar of due dates in 

order to help facilitate the students’ CAS activities during their Junior and Senior Years.  
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CAS and the Guilford County Schools Service Learning Diploma  

  

IB students are not required to complete the Guilford County Service Learning Diploma, 

however, many of our IB students choose to pursue the service learning diploma because it 

aligns well with CAS requirements. If you are interested in the service learning diploma, you 

should begin the application process during your freshman year. Students will log service hours 

electronically.  The HPC High School Service Learning Coordinator will assist students in this 

program.  A full Service Learning Diploma requires 250 hours of documented activities.  

  

Extended Essay (EE)  

  

The Extended Essay provides diploma candidates with an opportunity to engage in independent 

research. As IBO information states: “Emphasis is placed on the process of engaging in personal 

research, on the communication of original ideas and information in a logical and coherent 

manner, and on the overall presentation of the essay in compliance with the guidelines.”  

  

Requirements:  

• A maximum of 4000 words  

• Written in a specified IB Subject Area  

• Candidates select their topic and craft a narrowly focused research question  

• Students must follow the IB EE Guidelines for formal presentation  

• Students must write to meet the IB Subject Area and General Criteria  

• The EE may not be duplicated to fulfill other IB assessments  

  

When does the writing occur?  

  

Students begin work during their Junior year. Over the summer, students have to complete at 

least 1500 words. At the beginning of the Senior year, students will have benchmarks to meet 

regarding the progress of their EE. Meeting these benchmarks set forth by the IB coordinator and 

IB EE coordinator are requirements to continue to pursue the IB Diploma. Plagiarism and 

collusion are serious offenses and may result in dismissal from the HPC High School IB 

Diploma Programme.  

  

Student EE responsibilities:  

  

• Meet with their EE advisor for a minimum of three hours over the process  

• Visit local city and college libraries for research  

• Follow all EE guidelines when creating the individual work  

• Review the EE Scoring rubrics  

• Review the specific criteria in the EE guide  

• Comply with all EE benchmarks on the calendar  
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Evaluation of the Extended Essay  

The EE is evaluated on specific criteria from the Extended Essay Guide. General criteria 

includes: research question, approach to research, analysis and interpretation, argument and 

evaluation, conclusion, and formal presentation. Students are expected to complete three  

Reflections, as well. Selection of an appropriate subject area and formulation of a specific and 

limited research question are extremely important.  Students will have the opportunity to meet 

with their adviser and EE coordinator during school hours.  Failure to submit an Extended Essay 

is a failing condition for the IB Diploma.  

  

 

Diploma Results and Diploma Ceremony  

  

IB Exam scores and diploma results will be available to students and families in early July. Prior 

to the end of their senior year, IB Diploma candidates will receive a PIN and access code to view 

their scores online.  This information is included along with final report cards.  The access 

information is very important, and students should keep up with it in order to view their scores.  

Students will also select the college they want to send their IB scores to prior to the end of the 

senior exam session.  The IBO will send official scores to colleges in the summer prior to the 

freshman year.  

  

The IB Diploma ceremony will be held during college break in December prior to the high 

school Christmas break period.  IB Diploma recipients and their families will be invited. The IB 

coordinator and the Dean of the IB Faculty will certify and award the IB Diplomas.  IB Juniors 

and Seniors will also be invited to attend.  The IB Juniors will receive their IB Pins and the IB 

Seniors will receive their IB honor cords.  

  

IB Exam Scores  

  

For academic subjects, students will receive a score of 1-7 or N (incomplete). A score of 4 or 

higher is considered passing. For the TOK essay and the Extended Essay, students will receive a 

score of A-E.  An E is considered a failing condition.  There are several combinations of scores 

that lead to the awarding of the IB Diploma. All assessment components for each of the six 

subjects and the additional IB requirements must be completed in order to qualify for the award 

of the IB Diploma.  If a candidate is awarded a grade E for either the TOK essay or the Extended 

Essay, they will not receive an IB Diploma regardless of the total points earned on the exams for 

the academic subjects.  

  

IB Diplomas are awarded when the following are met: 

 CAS requirements have been completed  

• An IB candidates total exam points are 24 or more  
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• An N is not awarded for the TOK essay or Extended Essay  

• An E is not awarded for the TOK essay or Extended Essay  

• No grade of 1 is awarded in a subject/level  

• No more than two grades of 2 awarded (HL or SL)  

• No more than three grades of 3 or below awarded (HL or SL)  

• The IB candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects  

• The IB candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects  

• The IB candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the IBO Final 

Award Committee.  

The Extended Essay and TOK Essay combine to award IB candidates up to three points toward 

their IB Diploma. A failing score on either essay is a disqualifying condition for the IB Diploma.  

The Diploma Matrix is provided below:  

  

  

  

  

  


