DBQuest
America’s Founding Preambles
Time Needed: 1-2 class periods
Materials:
• Computers or tablets with internet
access (external keyboard best with tablets)
• Teacher account at iCivics.org
• Student usernames & passwords for
iCivics.org
Student Handouts:
• Starter Activity (1 page; class set)
• Glossary (1 page; class set)
• Document Guide (3 pages; class set)
• Reflection Activity (1 page; class set)

TEACHER GUIDE

Step-by-Step
Instructions

Objectives: Students will be able to...
• Use evidence from informational texts to support
analysis and answer questions.
• Identify an author’s point of view or purpose.
• Integrate visual information with other information
in print and digital texts.
• Draw on several sources to generate questions that
allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
• Explain how the Founders’ goals and purpose for
American government evolved, including the role of
popular sovereignty, consent of the governed, and
individual rights.
• Connect the context of the documents and the
authors’ stated expectations for government.

 Work Through

the DBQuest module yourself first so you’ll be able to answer students’
questions and to determine which mode is appropriate for your students.

 Preview

the teacher guide to get tips for teaching DBQuest, and look at the student
handouts to decide which ones you want to use with your class.

 Confirm

that your students have iCivics.org usernames and passwords and that they
know their usernames and passwords.

 Assign

the DBQuest module from your My iCivics dashboard. This lets students access
the module and lets you track their progress and get their completed work.

by asking students to consider these three concepts: popular sovereignty,
consent of the governed, and individual rights. What can students recall (or
guess) about these concepts? Why are they critical to American government?

 Anticipate

 Explain

to the class that they will be watching the goals of American government
unfold across the introductions (preambles) of three foundational documents.

 Distribute

the Starter Activity to the class and follow the directions as you preview the
documents on the Library of Congress website. (Project the documents for a
whole-class discussion.)

 Distribute

the Glossary and Document Guide if you plan to use them.

 Tell

students whether to choose Guided or Freeform mode. Tell the entire class or
quietly let students know as everyone is logging in.

 Direct

students to log into the iCivics website and launch the DBQuest assignment
from their My iCivics page.

 Circulate

to assist students, using the Guiding Prompts in the teacher guide to support
struggling students. Remind students to include the three concepts (popular
sovereignty, consent of the governed, and individual rights) in their responses.

 Check

students’ progress each day and intervene as needed.

 Close

by assigning the Reflection Activity after the class has completed DBQuest and
discussing students’ answers together.

or download students’ completed work. (More about this in the teacher guide.)

 Print
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TEACHER GUIDE P.2

DBQuest Teaching
Basics & FAQs

Q: How can I make the most out of the DBQuest experience with my class?
A: Remember: DBQuest is not a game—it’s a tool. Make use of the supplemental printed materials
and circulate the room while students are working. This way, you can be available to prompt
students who have questions and make sure students are doing their best work in the freeresponse parts of the tool. Reinforce the DBQuest experience by using the support materials
to facilitate discussions about the documents to help students further engage with the sources.
Q: What’s the difference between Guided and Freeform Mode?
A: DBQuest offers two different modes to encourage personalized learning:
• Guided Mode supports students with additional scaffolding through pre-selected evidence
options and just-in-time feedback. This helps students new to primary source analysis and to
using DBQuest.
• Freeform Mode allows students to select any piece of evidence from a source, and does not
give feedback on their selections. This allows for more creative engagement with the primary
sources for students who have greater experience with this kind of analysis.
Q: How long will it take my students to complete DBQuest?
A: There are three documents in the tool, and each document within DBQuest should take between
7 and 10 minutes. However, students may progress at a faster or slower pace.
• For students who finish early: Challenge them to think of three more questions they would
like to ask each of the sources. Ask students to investigate and create a list of 3-5 additional
documents that could help address the Big Question by providing additional evidence.
• For students who need more time: Students with internet access outside school can log in
and resume work remotely from home or from a library. Otherwise, you may need to help
students find another place where they can access the internet and finish DBQuest.
Q: How can I monitor my students’ progress?
A: On the DBQuest landing page, click “View Report” to see the class progress while they are working
on DBQuest. Once they are finished, you can print or download their work.
Q: How can I print or download my students’ completed work?
A. Reports are available through your My iCivics account or the DBQuest landing page. DBQuest
cannot currently print individual student work, so the completed work for all your students will
appear in a single .txt file. This file will be large, so we suggest you copy and paste the contents
of the .txt file into a text editing program like Word where you can add page breaks and other
formatting. Also, we highly recommend that you wait until all students have finished before you
print. While you can copy/paste individual student work from the .txt file, it may be difficult to find
a particular student’s work in the whole-class file that DBQuest generates.
Q. Can a student re-do part or all of DBQuest? How do I receive their revised work?
A. When students open DBQuest, they can choose to start a new session or continue an incomplete
session. Inside DBQuest, students can choose to re-do the work on an individual document only
after they have completed that document. You will have access to the students’ updated version
through the My iCivics assignment, but to avoid generating another whole-class text file, have the
student save their work and share it with you in a digital format.
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TEACHER GUIDE P.3

Supporting Students
As They Work

Starter Activity Support Guide
You’ll find a student version of the Starter Activity with the student handouts at the end of this
teacher guide. The Starter Activity lets students preview the three DBQuest documents before they
begin DBQuest. Students will follow links to each primary sources online and complete the Starter
Activity table based on their own observations and thoughts.
The guide below includes prompts you can use to help students observe the documents thoughtfully
and figure out what to write in the table:
DOCUMENT 1:
Declaration of Independence

DOCUMENT 2:
Articles of Confederation

DOCUMENT 3:
U.S. Constitution

http://bit.ly/2G6xw1T

http://bit.ly/1laSQrE

http://bit.ly/2Bkqfb4

Suggested Prompts:
OBSERVE

• Describe what you see. What do you notice first?

Identify &

• Is there any text you can read? What does it say?

note details

• How is the text or other information arranged on the page?
• Describe anything about this document that looks strange or unfamiliar.

REFLECT
Generate
& test
hypotheses

Suggested Prompts:
• What is the purpose of this text?
• Who created it? Who do you think was the audience?
• What can you learn from examining this document?
• If someone were to create this today, what would be different?

Suggested Prompts:
QUESTION
Ask questions
of the source

• What do you wonder about this document?
• What kinds of who/what/when/where/why/how questions can you think of?
(Suggest that they use the information provided with the image—citations, collection
information, etc.—to try to answer these questions.)
• What would you like to ask those who created this document?

The Big
Question

Did the goals of American government change from the Declaration of Independence
to the Constitution?

PREDICT
How do you
think each
document
will help you

Big
Question?

answer the

DBQuest | Starter Activity Handout
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TEACHER GUIDE P.4
Supporting Students
As They Work

If you know particular students will need extra support, consider having them choose Guided Mode.
Just be aware that even in Guided Mode, students need to think critically and make decisions about
text and evidence:
• The evidence is not designed to directly answer the questions. Students should use the “notes”
they collect from the sources to help them use supporting evidence to answer the questions in
their own words.
• There may be more pieces of acceptable evidence in the text than there are boxes available to
put evidence, so students to think critically and choose which excerpts work best for them.
• If students have trouble choosing among acceptable pieces of evidence, remind them they can
always look at the source again when it’s time to answer the question in their own words.

Let Our Guiding Prompts Help You Help Them
The tables below include guiding prompts to help you direct students to the best evidence. Use
them to prompt students who are stuck on a particular question within a source.

D ocument One : T he D eclaration

of I ndependence

– Introduction & Preamble

Please note: The language may be challenging for some readers. The glossary and video format is designed
to assist students as they explore this document.

Support Questions

Use T hese Guiding Prompts
ff
Where does the source list why governments are instituted?
ff
Look for where the source mentions new governments.

Why are governments
created and where do
they get their powers?

Suggested excerpts:
• That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed
• to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their Safety and Happiness
ff
Where does the document mention changing, altering, or make new
governments?

When should
governments be
changed and who
should change them?

Should it be easy to
change governments
often?

Suggested excerpts:
• That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it
• and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their Safety and Happiness.
• But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide
new Guards for their future security.
ff
Does this document support frequent revolutions or changes in
government?
Suggested excerpt:
• Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should
not be changed for light and transient causes
© 2018 iCivics, Inc.
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C onfederation – Preamble

and

TEACHER GUIDE P.5
Supporting Students
As They Work
Articles I-II

Remind students that this was the first plan for an American government, bringing former colonies into an
alliance of independent states.

Support Questions

Use T hese Guiding Prompts
ff
Where does the document identify the people behind this
document?

Who is creating the new
government?

Suggested evidence:
• Delegates of the States assembled
• between the States of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia
ff
Which article discusses what the states keep in the deal?

What do the states retain in Suggested evidence:
this confederacy?
• Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and
every power, jurisdiction and right
ff
Which article discusses how the states will work together?
What kind of relationship is Suggested evidence:
proposed here?
• The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of
friendship with each other

D ocument T hree : T he United States C onstitution – Preamble
Short and sweet, the Preamble tells readers the purpose of both the Constitution and the new American
system of government.

Support Questions
Who is at the core of this
new government?

Use T hese Guiding Prompts
ff
Who is “establishing this Constitution”?
Suggested excerpts:
• We the People of the United States

Where and how does this
ff
Why is this Constitution necessary?
reference the previous plan
Suggested excerpts:
of government under the
• in Order to form a more perfect Union
Articles of Confederation?
ff
How does this text list the tasks of the government?
What is the role of the
government under the
Constitution?

Suggested excerpts:
• establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defence
• promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity
© 2018 iCivics, Inc.
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Reflection Activity
Answer Key

A. Sound familiar? All three document excerpts address the same principles that are at the core
of our way of doing government: rights, popular sovereignty, and the consent of the governed. For
each quote in the table below, recall which document it came from and choose the principle that it
most closely addresses.
Quote
“We the People of the United States”

Source

Principle

 Declaration of Independence

 Rights

 Articles of Confederation

 Popular Sovereignty


 U.S. Constitution



 Consent of the Governed



 Rights

 Declaration of Independence
“That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the  Articles of Confederation
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it”
 U.S. Constitution
“we, the undersigned Delegates of the
States assembled did on the fifteenth day
of November in the year of our Lord One  Declaration of Independence
Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy
 Articles of Confederation
seven, and in the Second Year of the
Independence of America agree to certain  U.S. Constitution
articles of Confederation and perpetual
Union”



“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
 Declaration of Independence
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain  Articles of Confederation
unalienable Rights, that among these are
 U.S. Constitution
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”



 Popular Sovereignty
 Consent of the Governed


 Rights
 Popular Sovereignty

 Consent of the Governed

 Rights

 Popular Sovereignty
 Consent of the Governed

B. Connecting the Concepts. Now, select one quote from the table and explain the connection
between the quote and the principle:
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Student Handouts
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America’s Founding Preambles

Name:

Starter Activity

In this DBQuest, you will engage with documents that were created as our country was finding its
way from a collection of colonies to an independent nation. The first document is Thomas Jefferson’s
hand-written copy of the Declaration of Independence. Next is an official version of the Articles of
Confederation as presented in the Statues at Large, which holds every law ever enacted by Congress.
The third document is a printed copy of the United States Constitution with notes written by none
other than George Washington himself!
Follow the links to each document and complete the table as you explore the sources and start to
think how they can help you on your DBQuest.
DOCUMENT 1:
Declaration of Independence

DOCUMENT 2:
Articles of Confederation

DOCUMENT 3:
U.S. Constitution

http://bit.ly/2G6xw1T

http://bit.ly/1laSQrE

http://bit.ly/2Bkqfb4

OBSERVE
Identify &
note details

REFLECT
Generate
& test
hypotheses

QUESTION
Ask questions
of the source

The Big
Question

Did the goals of American government change from the Declaration of
Independence to the Constitution?

PREDICT
How do you
think each
document
will help you
answer the

DBQuest Big
Question?
© 2018 iCivics, Inc.
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Name:

Glossary

accustomed – (adj.) familiar; used to

self-evident – (adj.) obvious; no proof is needed

affix – (v.) to attach; stick; fasten

severally – (adv.) separately or individually;
each in turn

candid – (adj.) truthful and straightforward
confederation – (n.) organization of a number
of groups united in an alliance
consent – (n.)
agreement

permission,

approval,

or

delegate – (v.) to transfer; entrust; hand over
derive – (v.) to receive from a source
despotism – (n.) the exercise of absolute power,
in a cruel and oppressive way

shewn – (v.) old spelling of “shown”; past tense
of “to show”
sovereignty – (n.) supreme power; authority of
a state to govern itself
tranquility – (n.) calmness; peacefulness
transient – (adj.) not lasting; temporary
tyranny – (n.) cruel and oppressive government
or rule

dictate – (v.) to say or give orders

unalienable – (adj.) not capable of being taken
away or denied

dispose – (adj.) inclined; likely to; willing to

undersigned – (adj.) whose signature is attached

domestic – (adj.) relating to one’s own country;
not foreign

usurpation – (n.) wrongful or illegal taking of
power

endow – (v.) to provide or give

welfare – (n.) good fortune, health, happiness;
well-being

entitle – (v). to give a right or claim to something
evince – (v.) to reveal; show
impel – (v.) to drive or push forward
insure – (v.) to make sure or certain

year of our Lord – (n.) English for “Anno Domini,”
shortened to “A.D.” when referring to the
year in a date; in modern times, “common
era” (“CE”) often replaces “A.D.”

invariably – (adj.) unchanging; constant
jurisdiction – (n.) official power to make legal
decisions and judgements
ordain – (v.) to establish by law; give orders for

Key Phrases

perpetual – (adj.) never ending or changing;
everlasting

popular sovereignty – (n.) the principle that a
government’s power is derived from the
people

political bands – (n.) governmental relationships
or ties
posterity – (n.) future generations; descendants
pretence – (n.) false claim or display (also
spelled “pretense”)
prudence – (n.) caution and wisdom

© 2018 iCivics, Inc.

consent of the governed – (n.) the principle
that the people must give their consent
to be governed and that consent can be
taken away
rights – (n.) legal, social, or ethical principles of
freedom or entitlement
DBQuest | Glossary Handout
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Name:

Document Guide p.1

Declaration of Independence – Introduction & Preamble
The American colonies were already in a state of
armed conflict with Britain when the Declaration
of Independence was written. The fight for rights
as colonists under the British crown turned into
a battle for independence when the Second
Continental Congress adopted this document. The
Declaration’s introduction and preamble express
the basic principles of American government
and set up the list of grievances, or charges, the
Americans had against King George III.

In Congress, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America, When in the Course
of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. -- That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from consent
of the governed, -- That whenever any Form
of Government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government,
laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all
					
Continued...
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experience hath shewn, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when
a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object evinces a design
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future security. -- Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such
is now the necessity which constrains them to
alter their former Systems of Government. The
history of the present King of Great Britain is a
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. …
Source: Thomas Jefferson, et al, July 4, 1776, Copy
of Declaration of Independence. -07-04, 1776.
Manuscript/Mixed Material. Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/
mtjbib000159/. (Accessed November 13, 2017.)

Title: Declaration of Independence: July 4th 1776
N. Currier. Declaration of Independence: July 4th
1776. United States, None. [New York: n. currier,
between 1835 and 1856] Photograph. Retrieved
from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/
item/91795009/. (Accessed October 16, 2017.)
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Name:

Document Guide p.2

The Articles of Confederation
This document was the first constitution of the
United States. It was written by the Continental
Congress soon after the Declaration of
Independence and took effect in 1781. This plan
for government created a loose confederation of
states and a weak central, or federal, government.
Another Constitutional Convention occurred in
1787 with the goal of replacing this plan with one
that provided a stronger federal government.

To all to whom these presents shall come,
We, the undersigned Delegates of the States
affixed to our names send greeting:
Whereas the Delegates of the States assembled,
did on the fifteenth day of November, in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-seven, and in the second year
of the Independence of America, agree to
certain Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
Union between the States of Newhampshire,
Massachusetts-Bay,
Rhode
Island
and
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia, in the words following, viz.
Article I. The style of this confederacy shall be,
“The United States of America.”
Article II. Each State retains its sovereignty,
freedom and independence, and every power,
jurisdiction and right, which is not by this
confederation expressly delegated to the United
States, in Congress assembled.
continued...
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Article III. The said States hereby severally enter
into a firm league of friendship with each other,
for their common defence, the security of their
liberties, and their mutual and general welfare,
binding themselves to assist each other, against
all force offered to, or attacks made upon
them, or any of them, on account of religion,
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence
whatever.
Source: “Articles of Confederation.” A Century of
Lawmaking for a New Nation: U.S. Congressional
Documents and Debates, 1774 - 1875,
Library of Congress, memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=001%2Fllsl001.
db&recNum=127. (Accessed November 13, 2017.)

The U.S. Constitution
The Articles were helpful in getting the national
government up and running, but there was a lot
of room for improvement. The U.S. Constitution
was drafted to address some of the missteps and
establish a “more perfect union”.

We the People of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.
Source: George Washington Papers, Series 4,
General Correspondence: Constitution, Printed,
with Marginal Notes by George Washington,
September 12, 1787. 1787. Manuscript/Mixed
Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/item/mgw435950/.
(Accessed November 14, 2017.)
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Name:

Reflection Activity

A. Sound familiar? All three document excerpts address the same principles that are at the core
of our way of doing government: rights, popular sovereignty, and the consent of the governed. For
each quote in the table below, recall which document it came from and choose the principle that it
most closely addresses.
Quote
“We the People of the United States”

Source

Principle

 Declaration of Independence

 Rights

 Articles of Confederation

 Popular Sovereignty

 U.S. Constitution

 Consent of the Governed

 Declaration of Independence
“That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the  Articles of Confederation
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it”
 U.S. Constitution
“we, the undersigned Delegates of the
States assembled did on the fifteenth day
of November in the year of our Lord One  Declaration of Independence
Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy
 Articles of Confederation
seven, and in the Second Year of the
Independence of America agree to certain  U.S. Constitution
articles of Confederation and perpetual
Union”
“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
 Declaration of Independence
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain  Articles of Confederation
unalienable Rights, that among these are
 U.S. Constitution
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”

 Rights
 Popular Sovereignty
 Consent of the Governed

 Rights
 Popular Sovereignty
 Consent of the Governed

 Rights
 Popular Sovereignty
 Consent of the Governed

B. Connecting the Concepts. Now, select one quote from the table and explain the connection
between the quote and the principle:
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