
Diploma Programme subject outline – TOK 

School Name High Point Central School Code 0875 

Time distribution 
 

 Starting date of TOK course in year 1                                             Ending date of TOK course in year 2 

Name of teacher who 
completed this outline 

Robison Bean Date of IB training 9/2015 

Date when outline was 
completed 

1/1/2017 Name of workshop 9/2015 

 

 

1. Course outline 

Knowing about knowing TOK is a course about critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing, rather than about learning a specific 
body of knowledge. It is a core element which all Diploma Programme students undertake and to which all schools are required to devote at 
least 100 hours of class time. TOK and the Diploma Programme subjects should support each other in the sense that they reference each other 
and share some common goals. The TOK course examines how we know what we claim to know. It does this by encouraging students to analyse 
knowledge claims and explore knowledge questions. A knowledge claim is the assertion that “I/we know X” or “I/we know how to Y”, or a 
statement about knowledge; a knowledge question is an open question about knowledge. A distinction between shared knowledge and personal 
knowledge is made in the TOK guide. This distinction is intended as a device to help teachers construct their TOK course and to help students 
explore the nature of knowledge.           (IB TOK Course Guide) 

 

 

 

                     



 Topic 
(as identified in the IB subject guide) 

 
State the topics in the order you are planning to 

teach them 
 

Contents Allocated Time Assessment 
instruments to be used 

Resources 
 

List the main resources 
to be used, including 

information technology 
if applicable 

 
One class is:                        90      
minutes 
 
In one week there are:    2-3        
classes    

Year 1 Introduction 
 
During the introduction to the course, 
students examine different representations 
of knowledge, how it is gained, lost, passed 
on, or changed. Students begin to formulate 
their own definitions of knowledge issues, 
metacognition, metaphysics, and 
epistemologies. 

TOK 
Terminology 
 
Knowledge 
Claims 
 
Personal/Shared 
Knowledge 

2 Weeks Each Semester:  
 
TOK Journal 
 
TOK Projects 
 
TOK Essays 
 
TOK Presentations 
 
*Essays and 
Presentations scored 
using IB TOK Rubric 

Ib Theory of 
Knowledge Course 
Book: Oxford Ib 
Diploma Programme: 
For the Ib Diploma 
(2nd Revised edition) 
 
The Little Prince, 
Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry 
 
The Republic, Plato 
 
Moneyball, Michael 
Lewis 
 
Lies My Teacher Told 
Me, James Loewen 
 
Art as an Experience, 
John Dewey 
 
*Additional 
supplementary fiction 
and nonfiction texts, 
prose/poetry, essays, 
articles, film clips, 
discussion topics, and 
journal prompts. Also, 
materials from 

Ways of Knowing 
 
An exploration into the 8 ways of knowing 
allows students to better understand the 
intricate nature of our knowledge claims. 
Ways of knowing rarely exist independently, 
and each unit is designed in a manner to 
reflect on connections from one WOK to 
another. Lessons are also designed to 
develop critical thinking in students when 
evaluating claims. To assign and argue 
validity is a sign of deeper understanding.  

Sense 
Perception 
Reason 
Memory  
Emotion 
Language 
Faith 
Imagination 
Intuition 
 
 

16 Weeks (2 weeks per WOK) 
 
 
 

Areas of Knowledge 
 
Knowledge questions explored include but 
are not limited to: 
 
Is beauty really in the eye of the beholder? 
Are all interpretations of equal worth, or are 
some critics better qualified than others? 
Does art have a function?  

Art 
History 
Human Sciences 
Indigenous 
Knowledge 
Systems 
 

16 Weeks  

 

 



Does it communicate where words fail?  
Does emotional value or connection to a 
piece change aesthetic value?  
How do the other areas of knowledge 
overlap or influence art? 
 
How does the ways in which history is 
recorded influence our understanding of it?  
Do the influences of science and/or religion 
influence historical significance of events? 
How is historical significance gauged? What 
is determined as knowledge gained from 
history?  
Is the maxim true that “History will repeat 
itself”? 

courses in the IB 
diploma program will 
be utilized at 
appropriate intervals 

Presentations 
 
Students will work collaboratively to 
present topics of unique perspectives that 
invite knowledge questions that will provide 
deeper insight into the topics they chose.  
 
By working together and viewing all 
presentations, students will be given an 
opportunity to discuss and think in 
extraordinary ways that show their 
development throughout the TOK course 
this year. 

 4 Weeks 

Year 2 Areas of Knowledge 
Knowledge Frameworks 
 
Knowledge questions explored but are not 
limited to: 
 
What does it mean for a discipline to be a 
science? Is there just one scientific method? 
Should there be ethical constraints on the 
pursuit of scientific knowledge? 

Ethics 
Natural Sciences 
 

8 Weeks Each Semester:  
 
TOK Journal 
 
TOK Projects 
 
TOK Essays 
 
TOK Presentations 
 

*Additional 
supplementary fiction 
and nonfiction texts, 
prose/poetry, essays, 
articles, film clips, 
discussion topics, and 
journal prompts. Also, 
materials from 
courses in the IB 
diploma program will 



 
Is there such a thing as moral knowledge? 
Does the rightness or wrongness of an 
action depend on the situation? Are all 
moral opinions equally valid? Is there such a 
thing as a moral fact? 
 
A deeper analysis of knowledge frameworks 
that relate to student interests and 
reviewing of last year’s themes will also be a 
point of interest. 

*Essays and 
Presentations scored 
using IB TOK Rubric 

be utilized at 
appropriate intervals 

Paper 
 
Students will work in and out of class to 
explore the concepts related to Theory of 
Knowledge in this year’s 6 prompts. The 
creation and development of unique and 
appropriate knowledge questions to be 
asked will be established. Students will 
vigorously attempt to provide critical 
analysis and evaluation to the question and 
provide clear and concise responses.  

 8 Weeks 

 

2. Links with Diploma Programme teachers 

Theory of knowledge will be accessible to all students and teachers at High Point Central. Providing resources 
on HPC’s shared space, regular teacher interactions through PLC’s and IB meetings, and implementation of 
ideas and theories throughout all courses, students will be provided a well-rounded IB experience of Theory of 
Knowledge throughout all their courses. 

3. TOK assessment components 

There are two assessment tasks in the TOK course: an essay and a presentation.  



The essay is externally assessed by the IB, and must be on any one of the six prescribed titles issued by the IB 
for each examination session. The maximum word limit for the essay is 1,600 words.  

The presentation can be done individually or in a group, with a maximum group size of three. Approximately 
10 minutes per presenter should be allowed, up to a maximum of approximately 30 minutes per group. Before 
the presentation each student must complete and submit a presentation planning document (TK/ PPD) 
available in the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme. The TK/PPD is internally assessed 
alongside the presentation itself, and the form is used for external moderation. 

 

4. Approaches to learning 

The overall aim of TOK is to encourage students to formulate answers to the question “how do you know?” in 
a variety of contexts, and to see the value of that question. This allows students to develop an enduring 
fascination with the richness of knowledge. Specifically, the aims of the TOK course are for students to:  

1. make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the academic 
disciplines and the wider world  

2. develop an awareness of how individuals and communities construct knowledge and how this is critically 
examined  

3. develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of personal 
and ideological assumptions  

4. critically reflect on their own beliefs and assumptions, leading to more thoughtful, responsible and 
purposeful lives  

5. understand that knowledge brings responsibility which leads to commitment and action. 



5. International Mindedness 
 
Knowledge can be seen as the shared legacy of mankind, a legacy which has been shaped and influenced 
by a wide range of cultures. This era of increased global interconnectedness promises unprecedented 
possibilities for interaction and enhancement of mutual understanding arising from the nurturing of 
international-mindedness. 
 
Learning knowledge claims from around the world is an essential aspect of theory of knowledge. The 
regular dismissal of non-western ways of thinking are all too common in students and teachers a like. 
Whether it be ignorance or lack of experience, global societies from past and present are often looked 
down on because their way of life is different. The Theory of Knowledge component to the IB experience is 
vital in restoring faith, respect, understanding, and caring to the global community.  
 
Throughout the course, students are presented perspectives different than their own. Evaluating the ways 
of knowing that comprised the individual or society to come to the conclusion that they have allows 
students to gain further understanding of why an opinion may differ from their own. Self-reflection 
through the TOK journal opens up students to be more honest with themselves in their own beliefs and 
take an open minded approach in understanding the beliefs of others. Relating their circumstances to 
others around the world develops connections that bridge gaps that ordinarily would hinder one’s ability to 
compromise.  
 
To this end, the core should encourage an exploration of issues of global significance and in so doing allow 
students to examine links between the local and the global. It should encourage students to consider the 
contexts and views of others, and should ensure that the principles and values developed by students are 
reflected upon throughout their lifetime.  
 



This might include, for example: • emphasizing different cultural perspectives in TOK and how different 
cultural traditions have contributed to our current constructions of knowledge • considering a service 
project that reflects an issue of global significance, but is explored from a local perspective • encouraging 
students to write a world studies extended essay—an interdisciplinary extended essay on a global theme. 

 

6. Development of the IB learner  

Inquirers 

TOK students seek to find out how knowledge is constructed using various ways of knowing and by 
considering what constitutes knowledge in various areas of knowledge. It is a fundamental premise of TOK 
that personal knowledge should not result from simple acceptance of knowledge claims without sufficient 
inquiry and evidence. 


