Looking for more information?
Visit our Web site at www.gcsnc.com/magnet or contact
the GCS Office of Magnet and Choice Schools at (336) 370-2300.
Office of Magnet and Choice Schools
Guilford County Schools
120 Franklin Blvd.
Greensboro, NC 27401

In compliance with federal laws, Guilford County Schools administers all educational programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because
of race, religion, national or ethnic origin, color, age, military service, disability or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law. Refer to the Board
of Education’s Discrimination Free Environment Policy AC for a complete statement. Inquiries or complaints should be directed to the Guilford County Schools Compliance
Officer, 120 Franklin Blvd., Greensboro, NC 27401; 336-370-2323.

Guilford County Schools (GCS) is a national leader in

providing specialized schools and instructional programs designed to
meet the educational needs of a culturally diverse citizenship.
With so many choices, sometimes deciding which magnet
schools to explore isn’t easy. How do you make sense of it all?

This QuickGuide will help you figure it out. Just follow these three steps:
Step I
Make a list. Using parts A, B and C of the Quick Guide, write down
things you are looking for in a school.

Step II
Rank your list. Review your list with your student and rank them so
that your most important item is number one.

Step III
Visit the Magnet Fair (and schools). Come to the Magnet Fair so that
you and your student can visit many schools in one place. If you cannot attend the Magnet Fair, go to the open house events of the schools
that interest you and your student. We created a list of possible
questions to ask of students, parents, guardians, teachers, counselors
and principals at the schools that interest you and your student.

Adapted with permission from ”Montclair School Visit Questions for Parents“ created by the Montclair PTA Council
and ”Choosing a School for Your Child“ by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement.

Part A: Theme.


What magnet school themes are of interest to my student?



Does my student learn best by seeing, hearing, reading or doing?



Are foreign languages of interest to my student?



Would music, art, science, math or global studies benefit my student?

Possible Questions to Ask…
Guilford County Schools created this list of possible questions to help you learn
a little more about the magnet schools that interest you and your student. Feel
free to use them or come up with your own. You can find the answers to some
of your questions on our Web site, www.gcsnc.com/magnet, in school brochures
and when you speak with people at the Magnet Fair or open house. Place a
check mark in the boxes next to the questions you and your student plan to ask.

List the answers to the theme questions and rank them:

At a Magnet Fair
 What is/are the school’s theme(s)?

Part B: Environment.

 How do students learn (e.g. small groups, large groups, lecture, discussion, projects)?



What size class would be better for my student—small, medium or large?

 Do you offer challenging courses (e.g. Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate)?



Does a school within a school make sense for my student?

 Are classrooms “self-contained” or do students move from class to class?



What school make-up works for my student—multi-age, K-5, K-8, 6-12,
9-12, 11-12?



Does my student benefit from a more or less structured environment?

List the answers to the environment questions and rank them:

 What are two “highlights” or points of pride for this school?
 What is the school library like and how often can my student use it?
 How is computer technology used?
 What kinds of opportunities are available to my student after school (e.g. clubs,
competitions, etc.)?
 What kinds of opportunities are available to my student during school?
 What kinds of opportunities are available to my student on weekends?

Part C: School.

 What foreign languages are offered and how much time are they taught at each
grade level?



How important are school opening and closing times?

 How do you work with students who have academic, social or emotional difficulties?



Will I need After-school Care Enrichment Services (ACES)?

 How do you keep parents up-to-date with school information and activities?



Does my student have any needs that require special attention (e.g. physical,
emotional, learning)?



Will I be able to get involved in the school if it isn’t near?

List the answers to the school questions and rank them:

 Do you have an active PTA/PTSA? What other ways can parents and guardians
get involved?
 Are there any other admissions/reassignment requirements (e.g. audition, interview,
recommendations, etc.)?

Your additional questions:

When Visiting a School

Observations to Make

 What is the school’s mission?

 Do classrooms look cheerful?

 How do you report student progress?

 How is student work displayed?

 What is the homework policy? (Does it match your expectations for how much
homework your child should do?)

 Do teachers seem helpful, friendly and knowledgeable?

 How do you work with discipline matters?
 What kinds of training do teachers receive?
 Do teachers use their time to plan and work together?
 How is reading encouraged (e.g. contests, etc.)?
 How do you ensure a safe environment?
 What kinds of materials and equipment do teachers use (e.g. visual tools, hands-on
tools, technological tools)?
 If my student has a health-related concern (e.g. food allergies, asthma, diabetes),
what support do you offer?

 Does the principal seem interested and interacting?
 How do students behave as they move from class to class?
 How do students behave at recess?
 How does the school building look?
 Are restrooms clean?
 Are students wearing uniforms?
 What is the school doing for character education?
 Do the school grounds look safe and inviting?
 Do students have access to computers and the Internet in the classroom and library?

 What is morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up like?
 How is morning bus arrival and afternoon bus dismissal conducted?

Your Notes:

 Do students of different grade levels eat lunch (or have recess) together?
 Are kindergarten restrooms in the classroom? Do students walk to the bathroom
alone?
 Do kindergarteners leave the classroom for special classes (e.g. music, art, PE)?

Your Additional Questions:

Next Steps:
Way to go! Your work here will benefit your student for years to come.
You’ve made your list, been to the Magnet Fair, visited a few
open houses and asked lots of questions. This is only the beginning.
By staying involved in your student’s education, encouraging your student
to work hard and providing additional opportunities to learn at home
and in the community, you can help your student go further still.

