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Fixing Our Schools | Funding Our Future
Frequently Asked Questions 


Q.	Why do we need a school bond?
A. Guilford County voters last approved school bonds 12 years ago (2008) and the average GCS school was built more than 50 years ago. We have many schools that haven’t been renovated or updated in more than 30 years.
A facility condition assessment study conducted by an outside firm found that 50% of the district’s facilities in poor or unsatisfactory condition with outdated systems for heating and cooling, electrical and wiring, plumbing, technology and other critical infrastructure needs. 
Classroom instruction has changed drastically since most of our schools were built, so most GCS facilities today don’t meet the needs of today’s students and their teachers.

Q.	If approved by the voters, how will the funds be spent?
A.	In keeping with the district’s Master Facilities Plan and board-approved priorities, schools in the worst condition will be fixed first, with some adjustments due to construction phasing and the need for temporary seats while whole-school renovations are underway. 
Funds would also go to purchase land county-wide for new school construction. Click here for more information. 
While $300 million won’t address the more than $2 billion in work identified in our plan, this bond proposal represents an important first step in the process.   

Q.	Who is supporting this effort?
A.	The Guilford County Board of Education and the Guilford County Board of Commissioners are unified in their commitment to upgrade our schools to benefit our students and our community.
Both elected bodies and their leaders have issued a statement in support of the proposed $300 million in school bonds and ¼-cent sales and use tax. Here’s a copy of their recent press release: School Board and County Leadership Unite in Support of Better School Facilities.
Here’s a graphic you can share on social media or via email about their statement – the first joint statement issued by both boards in more than a decade.
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If you’d like to add your name to this list, please click here.
Q. Why are we voting on a $300 million bond and a one-quarter cent (1/4¢) sales and use tax?
The Facilities Master Plan identified significant school capital needs that must be addressed in the upcoming years. 
[bookmark: _Hlk51686601]During its May 21, 2020 regular meeting, the Guilford County Board of Commissioners adopted a resolution to place a one-quarter cent (¼¢) local sales and use tax option on the ballot and designated it as an alternative source of funding for school construction and renovation needs.  
As projects are completed, county leaders can utilize revenue from the one-quarter cent (¼¢) sales tax (if approved) and seek additional funding through future bond referenda, if needed, to address future phases of the plan. For more information, go to www.schoolbondfacts.com 

[bookmark: _Hlk51688197]Q.	What is the one-quarter cent (¼¢) sales tax and how would it affect me?
A. Guilford County residents currently pay combined state and local sales tax of 6.75%, or six and three-quarters of a cent, for a $1.00 purchase. If approved by voters, a one-quarter cent sales tax (¼¢) would change the combined sales tax rate to 7%. This would only add 1¢ to a $4.00 purchase, for example. Prescription medications, motor vehicles, certain medical equipment, gasoline and on-prepare food or groceries are exempt.
The Guilford County Office of Budget, Management & Evaluation estimates the one-quarter cent (¼¢) sales tax could generate approximately $19 million annually.  Over 20 years, quarter cent (¼¢) sales tax revenues could fund as much as $800 million of our approximately $2 billion in school capital needs.
For more information on the one-quarter (¼¢) tax, visit: https://www.ncacc.org/227/Local-Option-Sales-Tax-Referenda

Q. What about the lottery? Doesn’t the state provide funding for school capital needs?
A. Yes, the state provides some limited assistance for school capital needs through its Public Building Capital Fund (PSBCF) via proceeds from the North Carolina Education Lottery. However, in FY 2020-21, Guilford County was awarded only $4.75 million from this fund, which was allocated to cover debt service expenses for prior school bonds.

Q.	What happens if the school bonds don’t pass?
A.	As the facility assessment showed and as our students, teachers and parents know all too well, GCS facilities are literally falling apart. While the buildings and grounds look okay from the outside, the infrastructure inside the walls and core systems like windows, doors, roofs, plumbing, foundations and heating/cooling units have been stretched to the breaking point. In fact, so many systems are so old that we can’t always get parts for repairs. 
With a district maintenance budget of just 25-cents per square foot, the district cannot fix the schools without support from the voters. Further delays will only increase the costs. Our students and staff deserve to learn, teach and work in modern, energy efficient and tech-ready classrooms and schools.

Q. What happens if the ¼-cent sales and use tax doesn’t pass?
A.	County Commissioners will have to find a different way to pay for improvements to school facilities and to purchase land for new school construction. The school board does not have taxing authority.

Q.	How did it get this bad? 
A.	Most schools in Guilford County and across the U.S. were built quickly and cheaply to house the Baby Boom generation. Those schools are now aging out of service, and in most cases, the cost of renovations and repairs exceed the cost of new construction. 
In addition, while voters approved school bonds in 2003 and 2008 that were used to upgrade facilities and build new schools, there wasn’t enough money to upgrade or touch every school. School maintenance budgets have not kept up with student growth, leaving a 30-year-plus backlog of issues. Click here to see how the 2008 bonds were spent. 
In fact, Sharon L. Contreras, PhD, testified before a Congressional committee regarding the nation’s crumbling public school infrastructure. Click here to review her remarks. 
Q. What about the 2008 bonds?
A.	Those bond dollars have been expended. For an update, go to our Facilities webpage. 
Q.	How can I get involved?
A.	Go to www.schoolbondfacts.com for more information and updates. To get involved in the community-led effort, please go to www.smartschoolbond.com and contact organizers.
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“As community leaders and elected officials in Guilford County, we stand united
to support our schools. The time is now. We must join together to ensure that

we have a safe and welcoming environment for our students to learn, grow and
prepare for college, career and life. Strong schools create strong communities.
Strong communities create a strong economy and a strong economy prepares us
for a successful future. Visit Schoolbondfacts.com to learn more.”

— GUILFORD COUNTY LEADERS
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